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what Cancun is all about, read on. There's so much more

The history of Cancun dates back to 1967 when the MeXican, go rnphent, recognizing the importance of tourism
to the country’s economic future, began a detailed seorch o pmpom’r ideal sites for fourism development. Resting
on the northeast corner of the Yucatan Peninsula inthe sToTe of QUintana Roo Cancun was a part of the ancient
Mayan civilization and is still considered the gofewayx, The Moyon World.

Cancun has the distinction of being the one Cafiblaean deshnohon with the infrastructure, modern amenities and
service philosophy to rival leisure destinations world ‘Unlike many other parts of the Caribbean and Mexico,
Cancun was built for tourism, and continues to\maét fhes fieeds of its over 3.3 milion annual visitors. Cancun de-
livers to travelers the best of many worldsz the Conbbeon and Mexico; modern and ancient; action packed and
laid back. Cancun is unequaled in ifs ob’l"ry ‘ro offer ,,Ul’rurcl freasures, natural beauty, infinite activities and North
American-style conveniences. ' >

Due to its near perfect weather, naifurdhbeduely @and easy accessibility from North American gateways, Cancun
emerged as the government'’s tops CGhdIdGTe What was once a remote and ftiny fishing village of just 12 families
was cultivated into the ideal Mexican vocahon spot. It capitalized on, without compromising, the region’s natural
resources. You will find Cancuf sy hosp|’rol|’ry staff to be among the best-tfrained in the world at leading hotel brands
represented in here—from the rojORpames in affordable accommodations such as Best Western and Holiday Inn
to the very best in luxury sue#e&R#%—CoflTon to Hilton.

The landscape of Cancun.eheourages the growth of many exotic flowers, such as lamboyances and fascinating
fauna, like the prehisibric_lookingugyanas.

If you are a sports entAusiast, Cdncun will not disappoint. It boasts great five golf courses, incredible coral reefs for
snorkeling and scubo\dwmg/sporf -fishing and jungle tours. And if lying on a white-sand beach with the clear blue
Caribbean lapping,af your swhtanned toes is what you long for, then Cancun delivers. Some of the most beautiful
beaches in ’rh"" world re in and around Cancun making it Latin American’s most important leisure destination.
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developed into a modern tourist corridor offering the ver
retreats, shopping and golf in Mexico. An ideal vacation &

turquoise waters of the Caribbean Sea.

Spend the day at a luxury beach club where yo imming, sunbathing, aquatic sports, spa services
and a variety of modern amenities. You'll find some © st in the resort destination of Playa del Carmen, a
friendly tourist town where you'll also discover gha=Riviera Maya'’'s best shopping, dining and nightlife.

system extending just off the coast is ho
rays, dolphins and whale sharks. Scuba

Mexico is a country rich i
Maya. Participate in a trae
underground world wit

av ceremony at one of the many resorts and spas. Explore the magical
nderground sink hole. Visit ancient Mayan ruins at Tulum, Coba and El Rey.
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Information

Climate

The weather in Mexico is as varied as its geography: there arg

covered mountain peaks. The coasts are generally warm th

months. In Mexico City, the weather is quite pleasant, né

weather is cool, as well as in the mountainous areas. |

it is very hot in summer and extremely cold in winter. Beforesraveling/fo Mexican beaches, make sure it is not hur-
ricane season.

Currency and Exchange

The official currency in Cancun and Riviera Mayga i MeXigan peso but American dollars are also widely accept-
ed. Banks are open Monday-Friday from 9am topm bgfthere are exchange houses found all over the area that
are open much later.

gn. You will have to show your passport in order to be able to
n as “buy” or “purchase”, which shows how many pesos you
will receive for each dollar.

Banks: Not all banks provide
count with them. Ask someoneta
exchange their currency. i

e most convenient ways to buy pesos is by using an ATM. You will often re-
ihough you have to pay a service fee, as with most ATMs outside your bank

ish to leave up to 15%. Some restaurants and bars include the tip in the final bill, so be sure to
not to overpay. Not tipping is frowned upon.
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Language

Mexico does not have an official language at federal (natiehdilevalMexico has 68 recognized languages, but
Spanish is the main one. The other 67 are indigenous languéggsdhataalthgugh officially recognized, people almost
never speak. Spanish is used by virtually the whole populdiion‘@ndfalkpublic communications are conducted in the
language. Bilingual signs in Spanish and English might be ‘availablefin gopular tourist destinations.

English is understood by many in Mexico City as well ds by some tourist workers in popular tourist places, but
nevertheless, most Mexicans don’t speak English. Educdfea Mexicans, especially younger ones, and professional
businessmen are the people most likely to speak some English. fhe most popular foreign languages to learn within
Mexico after English are French, Italian, Germgh*and, Japanese. Among clerks, policemen, and drivers there is es-
sentially no such thing as knowledge of foreigh, larguages:

Mexico has one of the richest diversity of lamguages, wWith more of 60 indigenous languages spoken within the Mex-
ican territory. These languages are spokenavithin the £ommunities of these indigenous peoples, who are largely
segregated from mainstream mestizoSociaty. IN"afy case, the probabilities of finding a speaker of any of these
languages is smalll, since only half of 207% thet cBrmprises Indian population in Mexico speaks indigenous languages.
On the other hand, most of these gommunities,arg fluent in Spanish as well. Therefore learning any of these indige-
nous languages is not indispensable.dhell; duite the opposite, unexpected and will gain a lot of respect from these
communities.

Electricity

The standard Cancun eleetrieity=supplinis 110 volts. Hotels usually offer voltage converters for 220 volt devices.
Many sockets do not accept peiaiizea-or three-prong plugs so it is recommended that you bring your own adapter
but you can usually buy.theséin the hotel shop.
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Going Out

Food
Mexican cuisine is recognized as one of the three most popblarfoothstyles in the world. Where better to enjoy it
than Mexican restaurants in Cancun and Riviera Maya?2

The Yucatan peninsula has a style of food all of its own WhichyoUseandind in many restaurants in Cancun & Riviera
Maya. The culinary delights of a typical Yucatecan kitchen'come, from a mouth-watering mixture of European and
Mexican flavors. A lot of the dishes from this region.are not spicy yet are absolutely delicious. You also have the
typical Mexican food with delicious char-grilled mégats with“a variety of different sauces to try. Brave the habanero
chile. This mild-looking pepyper is fire-hoft, but serves as dfrexcellent condiment to some of Mexico’s finest culinary
delicacies.

Nightlife

You will not find another club like COCOBONGO i Lafin America that offers such variety. Acrobats equal as those
seen in Cirque du Solei, impersonators bringiag to life. pops stars such as Madonna, Michael Jackson, Britney Spears
etc. Not to mention the best DJ's in Cancun andRiviera Maya. All of this excitement and energy brought to you
with the help of mega screens of the'highest réselution. You will find people dancing everywhere making their visit
to COCOBONGO an unforgettable experience.

Source: visitmexico.com, cancun.iravel
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