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Bangkok certainly lives up to its reputation as a travel hot spot in Southeast Asia. The ‘City of Angels’ has funky 
markets, upmarket malls, a riverside full of surprises, a vibrant nightlife scene, many fabulous sights and attractions 
that reflect its unique heritage, and much, much more… Say goodbye to traffic jams – thanks to the city’s modern 
skytrain and underground systems that cover a large area. Or explore the riverside area by a long-tail speedboat 
or river taxi. Whether your trip is for business or pleasure, Bangkok bursts with exciting opportunities. Not sure where 
to go though? Have a look at our Area Guides.

We’ve accumulated a lot of facts and useful information about Bangkok tourism - everything the first-time visitor 
needs to plan a wonderful and memorable trip. Your tickets are booked, the excitement is mounting... You’re 
coming to Bangkok! It’s a fascinating, intoxicating and chaotic place, brimming with sights, smells, thrills, gracious 
people, contradictions, cultures, cars, noise and bedlam. As with any teeming metropolis, however, it’s also got its 
fair share of potential disappointments and frustrations. 

Get ready for the good news though... To steer clear of the negative experiences during your first time here, dust 
off that sage old adage: Knowledge is power! Use our years of hard earned knowledge so your first experience of 
tourism in Bangkok will be an unforgettably great one. 
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Climate
The weather in Bangkok is dominated by a tropical monsoon climate which means there are three main seasons: 
hot season from March to June, rainy season from July to October and cool season between November and Feb-
ruary. As Bangkok holds claim to being the hottest city in the world, expect daytime temperatures to be in excess 
of 30 degrees centigrade throughout the year (with the possible exception of late December and early January). 
Bangkok weather may not be the warmest in the world every day but, overall, it is unrelenting simply because it 
doesn’t cool significantly at night. The two periods April to May and September to October are the steamiest, char-
acterised by high humidity. The southwest monsoons arrive between May and October bringing unsettled, cloudy 
conditions and, for many, this is a welcome respite.

Best Time to visit Bangkok
The best months to visit Bangkok are from December to February; these make up the ‘cool months’ when discov-
ering the city by foot will not involve drowning perspiration. During the evenings at this time of year temperatures 
have been known to drop below 20 degrees Celsius. Bangkok weather during these months is largely settled and 
calm too, meaning blue skies almost every day. 

Hottest Time to visit Bangkok
Bangkok’s hottest time is between March and May, when temperatures soar as high as 40 degrees. This is when 
the Thai New Year, Songkran, takes place and the country embarks on a three-day water fight. Even though this is 
Thailand’s summer, the bouts of rain are a welcome relief from the sweltering heat. During the ‘Hot Season’, boat 
cruises, mall shopping, rooftop bars and lounging by the pool come highly recommended to escape the intense 
Bangkok weather.

Low Season (Rainy Season)
The ‘Low Season’ occurs between May and October, largely due to the weather in Bangkok. Hotels and excursions 
are often discounted up to as much as half price during this period. Although it is still hot, the city is prone to bouts 
of rain, which is not ideal if you’ve come for a beach holiday. However, the threat of rain in Bangkok is well coun-
teracted by the long list of indoor activities including entertainment complexes, shopping, aquariums and temples. 
Typical characteristics of this monsoon include light rain, torrential 30-minute showers, with a mix of clear skies and 
overcast days with little to no rain. 

Voltage
Thailand uses a two pin plug socket. The standard voltage is 220V. 

Need an Adapter: If you come from Australia, Japan, USA, Malaysia, UK, Cyprus, Canada, Singapore, and some 
countries in Africa you will most likely simply need a plug adapter otherwise the plugs for your electrical appliances 
will not fit into the Socket, although the voltage should be o.k.
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Currency
The currency of Thailand is the Thai baht. Roughly speaking, US$1 equals 30 baht. The baht comes in the following 
denominations: 
Bank notes: 1,000, 500, 100, 50 and 20 
Coins: 10, 5, 2, 1.

Exchange
Changing money in Bangkok is a fairly easy process, but choosing where to change your money can have a no-
ticeable impact on how much baht you will be stuffing in your wallet. Those on a budget should try to avoid big 
banks in shopping malls and popular tourist spots as the higher rents are passed onto the customer in the form of 
worse commission rates. Bear in mind the amount of time it takes to go out of your way to find the best exchange 
rates too. If you add up your lost time and taxi fares, many people might just choose to take the convenience of a 
large bank despite the worse exchange rate. Some big department stores even accept major foreign currencies 
such as US dollar and Japanese yen, but the exchange rate they give is very poor so we don’t recommend it.

Language
At Thailand mother tongue is Thai but due to tourism lot of the people speak English at basic level.

Health & Medical
Planning your vacation to Thailand should involve some preparations at home as well as taking certain precautions 
while you’re in the country. Fortunately, there are no major health risks in Thailand that you wouldn’t be able to pre-
vent. Make sure you are up-to-date with your routine immunizations and inform yourself about additional jabs when 
planning travel to rural areas. Also, protect yourself from mosquito bites at all times, and be careful about what 
and where you eat.  But should for some reason medical attention be required, rest assured that Thailand provides 
excellent health services. In fact, medical services are so exceptional, that the Kingdom is increasingly becoming 
popular as a medical tourism destination.
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Covering an area of 1,500 square kilometres, the greater Bangkok Metropolis fits into the ‘big city’ league with 
great ease. Add to that an estimated ten million inhabitants, more than 30,000 taxis and an ever-increasing num-
ber of tourists, and you’ll soon realize that getting to grips with such a vast concrete jungle is no easy feat, especially 
if you’re a first-time visitor. This is where our Area Guides come in pretty handy… Certain areas have become more 
popular than others, largely due to their good location and the things there to do and see — be it traditional at-
tractions, shopping highlights or a notoriously famous nightlife scene. Navigating this exciting city has also become 
much easier, thanks to the Skytrain (BTS) and underground (MRT) systems connecting large areas. Get to know 
Bangkok a little better before your trip.

Sukhumvit
The longest road in Thailand, both it and its many adjoining ‘sois’ (sub-streets) are poor on traditional tourist at-
tractions but rich in of-the-minute shopping, eating and nightlife. The many fashionable restaurants, bars, air-con-
ditioned malls, luxury hotels and hip clubs give the area a distinctly modern, cosmopolitan flavour. Some of the 
city’s most sinful spots, red-light districts Nana Plaza (Soi 4) and Soi Cowboy (off Soi 23) are also found here. And 
little, stress-busting pockets of calm can be found in the sweet cafes, atmospheric restaurants and lush day spas 
that hide down many of its sois. Making exploring its staggering length incredibly easy is the Skytrain (BTS) that runs 
through most of its downtown stretch.

Silom
Silom is undoubtedly one of the city’s most important financial districts with many bank headquarters, financial insti-
tutions and office buildings. Fine hotels, smaller type malls and great restaurants abound in the area too - and then 
of course there’s the famous nightlife scene of Patpong. Bangkok’s two most  sophisticated mass transportation 
systems - the Skytrain (BTS) and underground - both have Silom connections, which are also conveniently connect-
ed by the walkway between MRT Silom and BTS Sala Daeng stations. Siam, Chidlom, Ploenchit, Sathorn, and the 
riverside are only a few BTS stations away.

Siam
Siam is unquestionably the centre of shopping in Bangkok, home to some of the city’s most popular and important 
shopping centers like MBK Center, Siam Discovery Center, Siam Center, and Siam Paragon. Within Siam Square 
itself, there is a wide range of shops and services, including restaurants, cafes, designer clothing boutiques, record 
stores, cinemas, bookshops, a Hard Rock Cafe, hotels and banks. The shoppers vary from young-aged school and 
college students to office workers, trend-setting city dwellers and, of course, throngs of tourists.

Riverside
Bangkok’s riverside is where its historic roots lie; the traditional heartland of this magical city with origins that read 
like an epic novel - complete with fallen and rising Kingdoms, heroes and traitors. One of the most fascinating and 
scenic areas of Bangkok, the riverside reflects a constantly changing scene day and night; water-taxis ferrying 
commuters and heavily laden rice barges chugging upstream, set against a backdrop of glittering temples and 
palaces, historical landmarks and luxury, five-star hotels.
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Despite some condominiums and corporate towers that have risen from the river banks over the past decade or 
so, the area has retained its unique identity, exclusiveness and seductive charm. 

Chinatown
Bangkok’s Chinatown is a popular tourist attraction and a food haven for new generation gourmands who flock 
here after sunset to explore the vibrant street-side cuisine. At day time, it’s no less busy, as hordes of shoppers de-
scend upon this 1-km strip and adjacent Charoenkrung Road to get a day’s worth of staple, trade gold, or pay a 
visit to one of the Chinese temples. Packed with market stalls, street-side restaurants and a dense concentration 
of gold shops, Chinatown is an experience not to miss. The energy that oozes from its endless rows of wooden 
shop-houses is plain contagious – it will keep you wanting to come back for more. Plan your visit during major festi-
vals, like Chinese New Year, and you will see Bangkok Chinatown at its best.

Bangkok Old City (Rattanakosin)
Straddling the Chao Phraya River and situated just north of Chinatown, the Old City (Rattanakosin) is where you’ll 
find Bangkok’s most spectacular and revered historical attractions. Not only part of the Kingdom’s rich past, but 
intrinsic to it, with shimmering, spire-shaped eye-candy on nearly every corner. Sights include the regal majesty of 
the Grand Palace, the awe-inspiring beauty of Wat Phra Kaew, and the traditional learning centres Wat Pho and 
Wat Mahathat, the latter widely considered one of Thailand’s first universities and a centre for meditation. Sanam 
Luang, a historic park next to the Grand Palace traditionally used for important Royal or Buddhist ceremonies, and 
the National Gallery can also be found here.
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Shopping in Bangkok is an experience to thrill and delight the most discerning of shoppers - whatever it is you’re 
looking for. From the gleaming chrome and towering size of modern, air-conditioned malls, to the hustle and bus-
tle of its famously buzzing street markets, Bangkok has all kinds of places to blow your baht. With everything from 
antiquities and the latest pair of trainers to designer jewellery available, Bangkok has an equally exhaustive, and 
potentially exhausting, variety of things to buy.

The variety of shopping experiences in Bangkok goes far beyond a stroll in a mall or a morning spent browsing a 
market. Shopping in Bangkok is a day-and-night activity that runs parallel with the best in the West, while also giving 
a flavour of the cultural uniqueness of the East. Work your way through these ten entirely different experiences, and 
you’ll soon come to realize why Bangkok is such a famous shopping hub. 

Top 10 Shopping Experiences

1.Bangkok Shopping Malls
Bangkok’s modern, multi-storey shopping malls are a shopaholic’s paradise... From the legendary MBK, to the so-
phisticated Emporium, trendy Siam Discovery and Central World Plaza, or unashamedly upscale Siam Paragon, 
Bangkok’s accommodate every taste, pocket and style. The latest addition to the city’s ‘mallscape’ is the innova-
tive Terminal 21 and Central Plaza Rama 9. These malls are where you’ll find the city’s finest fashion stores, global 
brands, book shops, speciality stores, accessories stands and all kinds of luxury designer lifestyle goods. Not only 
are you spoiled for choice; it’s all super easy to navigate. Modern and air-conditioned, they’re also a pleasant al-
ternative to the bustling hot markets, and most complexes are easily accessible via the city’s modern and efficient 
Skytrain (BTS) system. Just don’t forget to sport comfortable shoes.

2. Chatuchak Market
Once only popular among wholesalers and traders, Chatuchak Weekend Market has reached a landmark status 
as a must-visit place for tourists. Its sheer size and diverse collections of merchandise will bring any seasoned shop-
pers to their knees – this is where you can literally shop ‘till you drop’. The 35-acre (68-rai) area of Chatuchak is home 
to more than 8,000 market stalls. On a typical weekend, more than 200,000 visitors come here to sift through the 
goods on offer. Veteran shoppers would agree that just about everything is on sale here, although not all at the 
best bargain rates. But if you have one weekend in Bangkok, squeeze in a day trip to Chatuchak Weekend Market 
and you will not be disappointed.

3. Asuatique the Riverfront
Asiatique has successfully combined two of the most popular shopping experiences in the city: a night bazaar and 
a mall. Ten minutes downriver from Saphan Taksin BTS station this once-bustling international trade port has been 
transformed, with over 1,500 boutiques and 40 restaurants housed under a huge replica warehouse complex. Open 
from 17:00, spending an evening here is no problem: you’ll have good fun browsing the boutiques, picking up gifts 
or something for yourself; you are guaranteed to find something you would like to eat and if this isn’t enough enter-
tainment, shows are performed nightly: Calypso ladyboy cabaret and soon, a classic Thai puppets performance.
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4. Siam Square
Siam Square, like the city in which it is located, is an area of contrast. In essence it is the hub of all things cool, an 
individual expression point where styles are both shaped and surface (and resurface). Siam also holds claim to be-
ing the most expensive place to rent land in Bangkok. It is to The City of Angels, what Bond Street is to London and 
Fifth Avenue to New York, while still possessing the innovative atmosphere of Camden Town or Soho, NYC. Siam 
Square itself is something of an open-air shopping complex that radiates a feeling of creativity. Recently, new malls 
have been taking the place of the street vendors but there are still lanes upon lanes to explore. Tribes of bright and 
bold slogan T-shirts meet with tailored suits and hipster fashion. Siam Square is in essence where trends both emerge 
and are created, an epicentre of inspiration in Bangkok. This area stretches from Rama 1 Road down to the Chu-
lalongkorn University Campus and from Phayathai Road over to Henri Dunant, and is a popular haunt of university 
students, media types and generally Bangkok’s ‘bright young things’.

5.After Dark Shopping
Night markets in Bangkok are among the easiest and most enjoyable ways of getting up close and personal with 
local life in Thailand’s capital. Markets are spread out in most areas of the city and offer an incrediblly diverse range 
of goods and products, snacks and entertainment; after dark shopping opportunities mean incredible bargains in 
the moonlight. Newer and larger night markets are opening in Bangkok every year, and there’s none bigger than 
the original Rot Fai Market in the east of the city, although the old classics still prove popular, such as Patpong Night 
Market. A handful of local night markets have been popping up around the city too, great for vintage fashion fa-
natics or anyone looking to mix in some cheap eats or some evening drinks with their after dark retail therapy. See 
our long list of the Bangkok’s best night markets below.

6.Pantip Plaza - Computer Shopping
To put it simply, if you are looking for electronics equipment in Bangkok, Pantip Plaza is a must – especially if you’re 
shopping on a budget. Even just for the experience it is well worth your time to explore the bright and flashing stalls 
and extensive variety of IT products offered, packed from floor to ceiling. 
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7.Pratunam
Pratunam is well-known among locals as the wholesale fashion district, where street ware meets odd fashion meets 
tomorrow’s trends. Shopping here is fun because there’s a whole gamut of accessories to dress you up from head 
to toe – at a bargain. The original wholesale market is outdoors, around Indra Hotel and Baiyoke Sky Hotel, while 
the air-conditioned malls are located across the main street.

8.Chinatown
There is something oddly kitsch, charming and nostalgic about Bangkok’s Chinatown. Walking through the many 
little streets you might find yourself in a market, a shophouse-lined backstreet or a crowded space jam-packed with 
hawkers of every ilk. Along with many gold shops, you’ll also find sacks of roasted chestnuts, sequins, feather boas, 
eccentric virility boosters and martial art weapons.

9.Or Tor Kor Food Market
Ranked the 4th best fresh market in the world by a famous travel guide, Or Tor Kor is so much more than a local 
market. Products displayed here are selected among the best found in the entire country. With such an incredible 
range of beautiful fruits, extremely fresh vegetables, meats and seafood, Or Tor Kor should be on the list of Must-See 
of any chef or budding Gordon Ramsey, and it’s just next to Chatuchak!

10.Bangkok Flower Market
Among the many fresh produce markets in Bangkok, the jewel without a doubt is the Pak Khlong Talad Flower Mar-
ket. The colours, fragrances of jasmine and the sight of garland weavers busily at work makes for a dazzling sensory 
experience. Prepare yourself for a really late-night experience, but one worth staying up for.
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Nightlfe
Nightlife in Bangkok has evolved over the years, with the emphasis now firmly on swanky rooftop bars, lively night-
clubs and hip cocktail bars. The Thai capital now has so much more to offer than just the adult-themed fun of Pat-
pong, Nana and Soi Cowboy. Any discussion of nightlife in Bangkok can’t ignore the party scene at Khao San Road, 
or the more laidback Soi Rambuttri next door, whilst Thonglor across town seems to have a trendy new bar opening 
up every week. Clubbers in Bangkok are spoilt for choice too, with big names on Sukhumvit, Silom and the gauntlet 
of superclubs at RCA all packed-out with tourists and locals most nights of the week. 

Top 5 NightLife Experiences

1. Cocktails at a rooftop bar
2. Bangkok Clubs
3. Siam Niramit Cultural Show & Dinner
4. Muay Thai Live Show at Asiatique
5. Jazz Night

Restaurants & Dining
Bangkok restaurants cater to all price ranges and are open all hours, proving that this city is certainly heaven for 
food lovers; a sensational culinary journey and taste experience await in Bangkok, guaranteed to delight your 
taste buds. Apart from renowned Thai cuisine with its blend of spicy, sour, sweet and salty, the array of options 
includes every other famous type of cuisine found in the world. Eating options are limitless, night or day. Great val-
ue-for-money food courts, riverside eateries, Thai-style dining in antique teak houses, dinner cruises, trendy restau-
rants and food markets are only some of the options available. Restaurants in Bangkok open at a lightning quick 
rate, so even vetrans of the dining scene in the Thai capital always have a new place to check out, and of course 
there are small family owned restaurants that you can stumble on and be blown away by the level of quality put 
into such seemingly simple food. It’s certainly one of the highlights of a trip to Bangkok. 

Attractions
Bangkok is as intoxicating as it is diverse; a melting pot of exotic aromas, interesting sights and visual delights. It’s a 
city with infinite layers which you need to explore to reveal its hidden secrets. If you’re planning a trip to Bangkok - 
or Krung Thep as it’s called in Thai - make sure to allow enough time to see some of the treasures that has given this 
city iconic status. At least three to five days. In this section we feature some of the highlights and traditional must-
see attractions. Find the best Bangkok attractions by area or pick the topics that interest you, whatever it is you are 
looking for we have covered just about all of the attractions in Bangkok so you can be sure you won’t miss a thing.   
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Bangkok Spas and Thai Massage - A rejuvenating spa treatment in one of Bangkok’s luxurious spas or a famous 
traditional Thai massage offers the perfect antidote after a long day of shopping and sightseeing. Despite being 
a thriving and bustling metropolis, Bangkok is also a haven for relaxation, rejuvenation and regeneration. Ancient 
healing knowledge passed down over generations, the exotic and tropical surroundings at the city’s luxurious 
spas, lots of sunshine and legendary Thai hospitality provide the ideal setting for the continuous pursuit of inner and 
outer beauty. But, if meditation, yoga or other forms of physical and spiritual wellness is what you’re after, you can 
count on finding the perfect place for that too. Our Sport & Health Guide A-Z covers every option you can possibly 
imagine. 

Source: bangkok.com
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Spectacular scenery, stunning tropical sunsets and warm blue sea awaits you at Asia’s most popular beach desti-
nation. This fun island provides an unbeatable combination of perfect silky soft white palm-lined beaches, superb 
hospitality and great value accommodation. Whether it’s world-class diving in the Andaman Sea, golf at interna-
tional-standard championship courses or exciting eco-adventures in tropical forests, Phuket is a place to extend 
your horizons. Take an exhilarating speedboat trip to the surrounding islands, or enjoy a serene cruise around mys-
tical Phang Nga Bay. Or why not simply enjoy Phuket’s vibrant nightlife in Patong Beach? 

Phuket Island is 48km long and 21km across at its widest point, so you’re never far from the sea at any given point. 
The weather is at its best from March to early May and at its wettest from May to October, though mornings and 
afternoons are still generally sunny and clear. Temperatures tend to be between 25°C on the coolest nights and 
33°C on the hottest days.
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Phuket has a tropical monsoonal climate. It’s warm all year round, but the two periods of April-May and Septem-
ber-October are the hottest. The September-October period is also the wettest due to the southwest monsoon. 
Phuket is blessed by being in a temperate zone. Even though typhoons and tropical storms occasionally batter 
Hong Kong and the Philippines, Phuket enjoys mild weather and while the heavier rains in September and October 
can disrupt things a little, it’s rare that the island has several consecutive days of heavy rain.

Best Time to visit Phuket
The best time to visit Phuket is during the cool NE monsoon season, from December through March, when it isn’t so 
humid, and the cool breezes keep things comfortable. The average temperature is around 75F to 89F (24C to 32C). 
Note that lately, as almost everywhere in the world, weather is unpredictable. 

Hottest time in Phuket
The hottest time is from April through May with temperatures ranging from 80F to 95F (27C to 36C). There are fre-
quent short heavy thundery showers, offering welcome relief from the temperature and humidity. The Thai New 
Year occurs (Songkran Festival) on April 13th and everyone sprinkles cool water on each other. No wonder! Locals 
enjoy June, July and August since the weather is usually fine and the island’s favourite haunts remain uncrowded. 
The usual pattern is brief but heavy showers, with plenty of sunshine between downpours. Everything is a little less 
expensive at this time of year, as well. Temperatures range between 70F and 90F (20C to 33C). 

Low Season
During September and early October locals start to remember their umbrellas. This makes an ideal time to visit 
abroad. One consolation for those who remain is that the beaches, outdoor restaurants and streets are relatively 
quieter. And even at this time, there are still long intervals of sunshine between the heavy showers.

Voltage
Electricity: 220 Volts, 50 Hz. Type A, B & C (USA-style) plugs

Need an Adapter: If you come from Australia, Japan, USA, Malaysia, UK, Cyprus, Canada, Singapore, and some 
countries in Africa you will most likely simply need a plug adapter otherwise the plugs for your electrical appliances 
will not fit into the Socket, although the voltage should be o.k.

Language
At Thailand mother tongue is Thai but due to tourism lot of the people speak English at basic level.

Currency: US$1 = 30 baht. 

ATMs: Widely available all over Phuket, accepting international cards and providing instructions in several languag-
es, including English. Thai ATMs eject cash before returning your card.
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Bargain: Most market vendors will haggle and respond well if you are polite. It is not possible to haggle in conve-
nience stores or shopping malls. 

Tipping: Not necessary, but always appreciated. Taxes: VAT is 7%, but can be reclaimed at the airport on some 
goods, although you must show your passport at the time of purchase.

Staying Safe Water: Do not drink from the taps. Always use bottled water. 

Ice: Always made with clean water. Perfectly safe. 

Swimming: The sea can be very rough during low season (June-August), with very dangerous rip tides. Do not enter 
the sea if a red flag is flying. 

Mosquitos: Dengue Fever does occur in Phuket, but is not common. Malaria is rare to the point of non-existence. 
Avoid getting bitten by using insect repellent, and covering up at night. 

Drugs: The penalties for all drug-related offences are very severe. 

Driving: Be very careful on the roads - accidents are common.
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While there’s plenty to see and do on Phuket, there are several smaller surrounding islands, each offering unique 
sights of their own. They are all easily accessible by boat from Phuket, with journey times usually under two hours. 
Many have excellent snorkelling and diving sites, while others simply offer nice patches of sand on which to spend a 
quiet day. To reach them, hire a long-tail boat or charter an island-hopping tour. Some of the islands offer accom-
modation, which varies from the rustic charm of a bamboo bungalow to the idyllic luxury of extremely exclusive 
five-star resorts.

Phi Phi Islands
Phi Phi Island is Thailand’s island-superstar. It’s been in the movies. It’s the topic of conversation for travelers all over 
Thailand. For some, it’s the only reason to touchdown in Phuket. Even with all the hype, it doesn’t disappoint. Phi 
Phi’s beauty is a large chunk of the allure. The islands, when approached by boat, rise from the sea like a fortress. 
Sheer cliffs tower overhead, then give way to beach-fronted jungle. It’s love at first sight. The second part of the 
why-we-love-this-place story is attitude: few places on the planet are this laid-back. Of the two islands located 
near Phuket and Krabi, one is completely free of human inhabitants (Phi Phi Leh), and the other is without roads (Phi 
Phi Don). There’s no schedule, no hustle-and-bustle, no reason to be in a hurry.

Phang Nga Bay
A distinctive feature of Phang Nga Bay are the sheer limestone karsts that jut vertically out of the emerald-green 
water.  James Bond Island and Koh Panyee are just two of the more famous spots in this bay. By far the best means 
of enjoying the spectacular scenery, with only brief encounters with the tourist crowds at James Bond and Koh 
Panyee, is to take one of the boat trips from the northern end of Phuket. A leisurely day trip cruising through the 
dramatic limestone islands, occasionally stopping to enjoy quiet beaches, is far more rewarding than the standard 
bus-boat tour. 

James Bond Island in Phang Nga Bay
James Bond Island is a famous landmark in Phang Nga Bay. It first found its way onto the international tourist map 
through its starring role in the James Bond movie ‘The Man with the Golden Gun’. A distinctive feature of this fa-
mous bay is the number of sheer limestone cliffs that vertically jut out of the emerald-green water. The bizarre, why-
doesn’t-it-fall-over outline of James Bond Island or Koh Tapu (meaning Nail Island in Thai), lies next to the equally 
well known Koh Ping Ghan (sometime spell ‘Ping Gan’ or ‘Ping Gun’). The entire area surrounding this island is 
indeed spectacular, but it can get crowded with tourist boats in high season.

Similian Islands
What is it that makes these islands so attractive? The Similans aren’t as dramatically scenic as the limestone islands 
of Krabi or Phang Nga Bay, which many people have come to associate with the Andaman Sea. Instead, you find 
low-lying formations covered with thick forest. Ironwood and gum trees are among the larger trees, while jackfruit, 
rattan and bamboo form part of the denser undergrowth. The islands are home to crab-eating monkeys, dusky 
langurs, squirrels, bats, lizards and a good variety of birds (though the monkeys are shy and rarely seen by the ca-
sual observer).
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But the most striking feature of these islands, at first glance, are the huge boulders that litter the western and south-
ern shores on several of the islands. Another highlight, as the visitor soon discovers, are the white coral-sand beach-
es, splendidly picturesque and often deserted. The most interesting sights, however, are to be found beneath the 
waves. Some of the most spectacular coral growths in the world can be found here - and the same boulders that 
scatter the shores have turned the waters around the Similans into an adventure playground for divers.

Coral Island
Locally is known as Koh Hae, is a beautiful getaway destination located three kilometres southeast of Phuket. The 
island features two main beaches, Long Beach and Banana Beach.  It’s not called Coral Island for nothing; the 
snorkeling off Banana Beach is thrilling and if you go out far enough from Long Beach you will also have a lot to dis-
cover, at its impressive coral reef. At night this location is beautifully calm; by day it is quite busy with day trippers but 
peace and quiet can be found at the extremities of both beaches. Deck chairs and sun loungers can be rented 
and come free (at the resort) with the day tour. Both beaches feature a range of eateries ranging from rudimen-
tary to buffet to impressive cuisine. Of course, Coral Island Resort includes lunch with their day tour but people who 
come with their own arrangements will have no problem finding a restaurant and toilet facilities. 

Racha Islands
Some 12 km south of Phuket, you will find racha or raya islands, are best known as excellent diving and snorkelling 
daytrip destinations. Racha Yai, however, is quickly developing into a place to stay on for a while with a number of 
bungalow and resort operations springing up in recent years. Racha Yai reveals itself in splendid fashion, with most 
arrivals landing onto a strip of fine white sand tucked deep into the long, U-shaped main bay, called Ao Tawan 
Tok or Ao Bungalow. The water here is clear and perfect for snorkelling, though the bay gets quite busy with visit-
ing boats in the afternoons. Racha Yai is home to The Racha, a splendid geteway resort. The other large bay, Ao 
Siam, is a pretty place where lonely strolls in solitude are possible. Racha Noi is uninhabited and has no services or 
accommodation, but there’s some great diving in the area.

Koh Yao Islands
Koh Yao Noi and Koh Yao Yai are a pair of large islands in the middle of Phang Nga Bay, equidistant to Phuket and 
the Krabi mainland. While the pace of development is accelerating on Koh Yao Noi in particular, the islands remain 
a quiet refuge that feels far removed from the crowds of Phuket. In 2002, Koh Yao Noi gained worldwide attention 
after receiving the World Legacy Award for Destination Stewardship from Conservation International and National 
Geographic Traveler magazine for the eco-friendly homestay programs offered by its local residents. Other activ-
ities available on the island include agricultural demonstrations (rubber and fishing), kayaking, hiking, snorkelling 
and swimming. Neither of the islands have banking facilities, but Internet service, restaurants and some shops can 
be found on Yao Noi, including a brand new 7-Eleven with a very powerful air-con, a good chance to cool down 
and get some sugary drinks and ice creams. So if you plan to stay over, remember to withdraw some cash money 
before you go, even though there are few opportunities to spend it! Note that the islanders are keen to preserve 
their traditional ways, so it’s important to respect the local culture by dressing modestly and refraining from drinking 
alcohol outside of the restaurants/resorts catering to visitors. 
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Phuket is a shopaholic’s paradise! The island has a great variety of shopping, from bustling open-air village food 
markets, noisy night markets, street stalls and local shops to western-style department stores and upmarket special-
ist shops. Prices naturally vary, going from amazing bargains to credit card-melting designer labels. With traditional 
handicrafts, beautifully-designed clothing, jewellery, antiques, housewares and much more to choose from, the 
only thing you’ll regret about shopping in Phuket is that you didn’t bring a bigger suitcase! And you can buy a new 
one, while you’re here, too.

Top 10 Phuket Shopping Places

1.Jungceylon Shopping Mall
Standing downtown, diagonally opposite Bangla Road, the Jungceylon Shopping Complex has radically changed 
the face of shopping in Patong. The two main stores in the complex are Robinson - a gleaming well-lit upper end 
department store, and Big C supermarket.

2. Phuket Weekend Market
This busy market is as much a social event as a commercial one so be prepared for lots of smiles and bartering. For 
sale are jeans, T-shirts, custom jewelry, artificial flowers, DVDs, sports shoes and a lot of secondhand goods. And of 
course a Thai market would not be complete without lots of delicious snacks.

3. Central Festival Phuket
Central Festival Phuket is an air-conditioned, fully equipped shopping mall lying just outside of Phuket Town. If you 
are coming from Patong, Central lies on your left, before the main crossroads as you enter Phuket.
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4. Phuket Walking Street
Phuket Walking Street is the latest attraction featured in Phuket Old Town. Also-known-as Lardyai (talaad yai), 
which means ‘big market’ in southern Thai dialect, this weekly market started in October 2013 and is hosted on the 
beautifully renovated Thalang Road, right in the middle of the historical Sino-Portuguese district of Phuket Town. 

5. Banzaan Market
Many visitors will enjoy exploring Banzaan Market in Patong, a modern-looking Thai fresh market on Nanai Road, 
right behind the megamall Jungceylon. Basically, you can get anything that one would expect from a local market 
here but in a much more pleasant environment. Prices are reasonable.

6. Phuket Old Town Handicradt Shops
Phuket’s Old Town is not only a picturesque and fascinating place to explore; it also features atmospheric handi-
craft stores as well as textile shops. Locally made handicrafts are found along these streets and along Phang Nga 
and Yaowarat roads several artists have set up studios that sell classic as well as more modern-themed works

7. Jim Thompson
Jim Thompson was an American businessman who, in the 1950s and 60s helped revitalise the Thai silk industry. He 
mysteriously disappeared from Malaysia’s Cameron Highlands in 1967 but his business momentum has carried on 
and nowadays the name Jim Thompson is synonymous with high-quality silk items as diverse as shirts to bed sheets 
to toys.

8. Karon Bazaar
Karon Bazaar is a large, covered market-like shopping centre set in the central area of Karon Beach Road on 
Phuket Island’s west coast. Covering a 6,000sqm area, the bazaar features just about everything you’ll ever need.

9. Banana Walk
Banana Walk is Patong’s newest shopping centre and is located just 100 metres south of Soi Bangla on the Beach 
Road, right next to Banana Disco. With over 4,000sqm of retail space, the mall is multilevel (three floors) and its over-
all design leans toward minimal and modernistic

10. Premium outlet Phuket
The shops at Premium Outlet Phuket on the Bypass Road deal in guaranteed brand-name clothing and sports 
accessories at bargain prices. Apart from Thai brands, other articles on sale include Lacoste, Guy Laroche, Hush 
Puppies, Warner Bros, Pierre Cardin, Van Heusen, Levi’s, Lee, Nautica, Adidas and Nike and feature discounts of 
up to 70%
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Nightlife
For many, the sun, the beach and partying go hand in hand. Phuket’s reputation as a partying hotspot is well-de-
served, with an international crowd of revelers. With go-go bars, ladyboy cabaret shows, discos and clubs, live 
bands and international DJs, there is everything which makes Thailand’s party scene famous the world over. While 
most parts of the island have their own small party scene, the place to be after dark is Bangla Road in Patong, with 
its bright neon lights, loud music and crowds of young party-lovers.

Restaurants & Dining
If you love food, you will love Phuket. There are restaurants to suit every taste, serving a huge selection of western 
and Asian food. The variety of cuisine and dining experiences is one of the major attractions of the island. You can 
eat breakfast at your hotel, lunch at a local noodle stall, and have dinner with fine wines in a sophisticated air-con-
ditioned restaurant.

Source: phuket.com
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