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There is no other place like Bali. The Island of the Gods offers great beaches, countless waves for surfing and won-
derful natural sites to visit and explore, colorful ceremonies, and gifted artists. There is an unbelievably wide range 
of hotels and accommodation, restaurants, spas and world-class activities and shopping - all within close distance 
and at very fair prices. Choose from basic home-stays run by friendly Balinese families, and 5star beach resorts or 
luxurious, privately-serviced Bali villas with your private pool.

But, Bali is much more than that! There is a special vibe, an essence, something authentic that is difficult to describe, 
which has touched and inspired visitors from all over the world since decades. It has something to do with the Bali-
nese themselves and their warm and welcoming character.

To know a few facts about Bali before arriving can really make a difference, particularly when you are arriving for 
the first time. But even the seasoned traveler to Bali will each and every time be surprised about new things, new 
tricks to ensure a smooth time on Bali. Bali is a part of Indonesia and therefore still subject to all the opportunities 
and challenges that a developing country is facing in this very dynamic time. Although Bali is pretty safe and easy 
to travel, a lot of things simply don’t work the way you are used to. Well, that’s part of the fun, isn’t it.

Bali is known to many, but only understood by a few. You can have the best time of your life in Bali (most of you will) 
or experience a really bad time (some of you will). It all depends on knowing a few facts about this unique island 
that you wish to visit, and understanding what you can expect where and when. How to behave in certain situa-
tions and what to avoid. Take your time and read up on the information, which will help you to enjoy a fantastic 
holiday on Bali, like millions before you.
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Climate
Bali is approximately 8 degrees south of the equator. So you can expect a tropical, warm and humid climate all 
year around with two main distinctive seasons: Dry Season and Rainy Season.

Bali’s central mountains (volcanoes) include several peaks over 3,000 meters in elevation. Up here, the tempera-
tures are considerably cooler, and there is much more rainfall than in the coastal areas. This area is typically cooler 
and also more rainy than the lower coastal areas. Especially at night temperatures can drop significantly in the 
highlands near the volcanoes. Gunung Agung is for example 3031m high! Also the region around Ubud is a slightly 
cooler and expects more rain than the southern areas of Bali (Kuta, Legian, Seminyak, Denpasar, Sanur, Bukit Penn-
sula, Pecatu), which makes it rather pleasant.

Best time to visit Bali depends mainly on the weather and on high and low season, which does affect the overall 
price for accommodation. High season is during the months of July and August, during Easter Holidays, and Christ-
mas / New Year (December till 1st week of January). This is the time Bali is the busiest.

However, for many reasons, best time to come to Bali is April, May, June and September, just before and just after 
high season. Many shops offer sales and promotions, restaurants are less crowded in those mid-season months, 
and in general Bali is a bit more relaxed. October is not too bad either, still much less rain than November (usually, 
check the rainfall chart). Those months are also the best time for water sport activities  such as scuba diving, surfing, 
snorkeling, etc. Waters are clear, crowd not too bad etc. Also major activities and attractions such as the family 
parks and fun things to do (Bali Zoo, Bali Bird Park, Marine & Safari Park, Waterbom, White Water Rafting, Monkey 
Forest, etc) have less visitors which can make the experience far more enjoyable. If you wish to explore the island 
and visit the main sightseeing spots, temples and go for a day trip and tour, then those months are also perfect.

Voltage
In Bali and Indonesia you can expect the 2 pin socket and plug as used in larger parts of Europe.  Whether you are 
staying in a hotel or in a private villa you should be able to get an adapter if you ask for one. The pins are round, 
not flat or rectangular.

Need an Adapter: If you come from Australia, Japan, USA, Malaysia, UK, Cyprus, Canada, Singapore, and some 
countries in Africa you will most likely simply need a plug adapter otherwise the plugs for your electrical applianc-
es will not fit into the “Bali Socket”, although the voltage should be o.k.The standard used in Bali is a two-pin plug 
(round).

Voltage: 230 V
Frequency: 50 Hz
Power sockets: type C / F
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Visa
Depending on your passport there are three options to enter Indonesia that apply to most travelers that come for 
tourist or social purpose only:

• No Visa required for Cyprus (majority of countries - FREE entry, 30 days valid, NOT extendable)

Currency
The official currency for Bali and entire Indonesia is the Indonesian Rupiah (IDR) or also shown as Rp. Every business 
is legally obliged to charge for their services in IDR, therefore it is the dominant currency. However, the US$ you still 
see rates published in USD, mainly in hotels and some activities. This practice applies particularly for businesses that 
are based on large investments and have foreign investors as partners. The final price you will end up paying in IDR 
will then be calculated based on current USD - IDR exchange rate.

IDR = Indonesian Rupia (Rp)
Rough Rates:
1 AUD - 10,000 IDR
1 USD - 13,000 IDR
1 EUR - 14,500 IDR

Sometimes local prices are shown like this:
Rp. 60K or 60T 
(K and T = 1,000)

Language
English is the common “third” language and the most popular foreign language by far (after Indonesian and Bali-
nese). Due to tourism requirements a lot of Balinese speak a level of English that allows them to communicate with 
tourists on a basic level. But you will meet many who do speak a rather good level of English.
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Restaurants Dine & Wine

There are thousands of restaurants in Bali where top local and international cuisine can be found, especially in Kuta 
and Seminyak on the South side of the Island and in the rice-field surrounded Ubud.

Visitors from all over the world have been mesmerized by Bali’s charm and decided to stay; setting up restaurants 
that offer excellent food from their own countries in an unique local style. Bali’s longstanding reputation for food 
has meant that the best Balinese and Indonesian chefs from the archipelago have migrated to the island to win 
the hearts of the diners.

There are ample fine dining restaurants managed by the best international chefs in the business, many in 5-star ho-
tels, which allow you to endulge in the finest food and wines you can imagine. More and more organic vegetarian, 
vegan and rawfood eating spots can be found all over Bali, serving tasty meals to health lovers from all over the 
world. Many located in and around Ubud.

Cafés & Coffee Shops

Cafés in Bali offer the most aromatic coffees one could wish for. Indonesia’s rich volcanic climate, has made it one 
of the most respected coffee producers in the world. Equipped with international roasting techniques, Bali is able 
to meet the preference of all coffee drinkers.

There are countless cozy and wonderfully designed cafés and coffee shops all over Bali where you can meet peo-
ple form all over the world, read  a book, have a snack or pastry, or surf away the internet. 

You can blend in with locals at a streetside warung kopi and enjoy a scalding cup of black, sweet local coffee, 
or recline in comfort with an espresso, latte macchiatto, or cappuccino at one of the island’s many local coffee 
shops or funky little diners. 

Starbucks and other international coffee shop brands have arrived on Bali and can be found in the main tourist 
areas and bigger malls of Bali, serving what they are famous for.

Bar’s & Lounches

Bali’s bars and pubs are unparalleled. Watch the sun set into the Indian Ocean with a cocktail crafted by renowned 
mixologists, or just enjoy an icy cold Bintang beer in a well-worn beach chair. Jump into the Kuta party life and bar 
hop through the streets of Poppies and Legian, or relax in an elegant ambiance in Seminyak and let the world’s 
best DJs supply the tunes in one of the stylish lounges. Chat with other travelers and expats with a mug of draught 
beer in a homey pub or enjoy the breeze on a swanky rooftop bar with a glass of tasty wine. The choice is yours!
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The island’s party scene starts late, and there is no set closing time, implying that, if you want to go out, you can stay 
out until sunrise. Clubs come in all shapes and sizes, from the most refined to the most hedonistic. The Kuta clubbing 
scene is the oldest, attracting a younger crowd who are up for anything, while farther north, the clubs of Seminyak 
offer the finest atmospheres, world-class sound systems, talented bartenders and exceptional DJs who make sure 
that your nighttime experience is an unforgettable one. Ubud and Sanur are famous for going to sleep early, yet 
still have a number of live music venues that stay up into the night, often focusing on jazz and traditional sounds. 
Live music is common around Bali, and the island has a thriving and ever-changing scene of talented local bands, 
as well as the occasional international show.

Source: bali.com
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