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Bangkok certainly lives up to its reputation as a travel hot spot in Southeast Asia. The ‘City of Angels’ has funky 
markets, upmarket malls, a riverside full of surprises, a vibrant nightlife scene, many fabulous sights and attractions 
that reflect its unique heritage, and much, much more… Say goodbye to traffic jams – thanks to the city’s modern 
skytrain and underground systems that cover a large area. Or explore the riverside area by a long-tail speedboat 
or river taxi. Whether your trip is for business or pleasure, Bangkok bursts with exciting opportunities. Not sure where 
to go though? Have a look at our Area Guides.

We’ve accumulated a lot of facts and useful information about Bangkok tourism - everything the first-time visitor 
needs to plan a wonderful and memorable trip. Your tickets are booked, the excitement is mounting... You’re 
coming to Bangkok! It’s a fascinating, intoxicating and chaotic place, brimming with sights, smells, thrills, gracious 
people, contradictions, cultures, cars, noise and bedlam. As with any teeming metropolis, however, it’s also got its 
fair share of potential disappointments and frustrations. 

Get ready for the good news though... To steer clear of the negative experiences during your first time here, dust 
off that sage old adage: Knowledge is power! Use our years of hard earned knowledge so your first experience of 
tourism in Bangkok will be an unforgettably great one. 
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Climate
The weather in Bangkok is dominated by a tropical monsoon climate which means there are three main seasons: 
hot season from March to June, rainy season from July to October and cool season between November and Feb-
ruary. As Bangkok holds claim to being the hottest city in the world, expect daytime temperatures to be in excess 
of 30 degrees centigrade throughout the year (with the possible exception of late December and early January). 
Bangkok weather may not be the warmest in the world every day but, overall, it is unrelenting simply because it 
doesn’t cool significantly at night. The two periods April to May and September to October are the steamiest, char-
acterised by high humidity. The southwest monsoons arrive between May and October bringing unsettled, cloudy 
conditions and, for many, this is a welcome respite.

Best Time to visit Bangkok
The best months to visit Bangkok are from December to February; these make up the ‘cool months’ when discov-
ering the city by foot will not involve drowning perspiration. During the evenings at this time of year temperatures 
have been known to drop below 20 degrees Celsius. Bangkok weather during these months is largely settled and 
calm too, meaning blue skies almost every day. 

Hottest Time to visit Bangkok
Bangkok’s hottest time is between March and May, when temperatures soar as high as 40 degrees. This is when 
the Thai New Year, Songkran, takes place and the country embarks on a three-day water fight. Even though this is 
Thailand’s summer, the bouts of rain are a welcome relief from the sweltering heat. During the ‘Hot Season’, boat 
cruises, mall shopping, rooftop bars and lounging by the pool come highly recommended to escape the intense 
Bangkok weather.

Low Season (Rainy Season)
The ‘Low Season’ occurs between May and October, largely due to the weather in Bangkok. Hotels and excursions 
are often discounted up to as much as half price during this period. Although it is still hot, the city is prone to bouts 
of rain, which is not ideal if you’ve come for a beach holiday. However, the threat of rain in Bangkok is well coun-
teracted by the long list of indoor activities including entertainment complexes, shopping, aquariums and temples. 
Typical characteristics of this monsoon include light rain, torrential 30-minute showers, with a mix of clear skies and 
overcast days with little to no rain. 

Voltage
Thailand uses a two pin plug socket. The standard voltage is 220V. 

Need an Adapter: If you come from Australia, Japan, USA, Malaysia, UK, Cyprus, Canada, Singapore, and some 
countries in Africa you will most likely simply need a plug adapter otherwise the plugs for your electrical appliances 
will not fit into the Socket, although the voltage should be o.k.The standard used in Bali is a two-pin plug (round).
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Currency
The currency of Thailand is the Thai baht. Roughly speaking, US$1 equals 30 baht. The baht comes in the following 
denominations: 
Bank notes: 1,000, 500, 100, 50 and 20 
Coins: 10, 5, 2, 1.

Exchange
Changing money in Bangkok is a fairly easy process, but choosing where to change your money can have a no-
ticeable impact on how much baht you will be stuffing in your wallet. Those on a budget should try to avoid big 
banks in shopping malls and popular tourist spots as the higher rents are passed onto the customer in the form of 
worse commission rates. Bear in mind the amount of time it takes to go out of your way to find the best exchange 
rates too. If you add up your lost time and taxi fares, many people might just choose to take the convenience of a 
large bank despite the worse exchange rate. Some big department stores even accept major foreign currencies 
such as US dollar and Japanese yen, but the exchange rate they give is very poor so we don’t recommend it.

Language
At Thailand mother tongue is Thai but due to tourism lot of the people speak English at basic level.

Health & Medical
Planning your vacation to Thailand should involve some preparations at home as well as taking certain precautions 
while you’re in the country. Fortunately, there are no major health risks in Thailand that you wouldn’t be able to pre-
vent. Make sure you are up-to-date with your routine immunizations and inform yourself about additional jabs when 
planning travel to rural areas. Also, protect yourself from mosquito bites at all times, and be careful about what 
and where you eat.  But should for some reason medical attention be required, rest assured that Thailand provides 
excellent health services. In fact, medical services are so exceptional, that the Kingdom is increasingly becoming 
popular as a medical tourism destination.
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Covering an area of 1,500 square kilometres, the greater Bangkok Metropolis fits into the ‘big city’ league with 
great ease. Add to that an estimated ten million inhabitants, more than 30,000 taxis and an ever-increasing num-
ber of tourists, and you’ll soon realize that getting to grips with such a vast concrete jungle is no easy feat, especially 
if you’re a first-time visitor. This is where our Area Guides come in pretty handy… Certain areas have become more 
popular than others, largely due to their good location and the things there to do and see — be it traditional at-
tractions, shopping highlights or a notoriously famous nightlife scene. Navigating this exciting city has also become 
much easier, thanks to the Skytrain (BTS) and underground (MRT) systems connecting large areas. Get to know 
Bangkok a little better before your trip.

Sukhumvit
The longest road in Thailand, both it and its many adjoining ‘sois’ (sub-streets) are poor on traditional tourist at-
tractions but rich in of-the-minute shopping, eating and nightlife. The many fashionable restaurants, bars, air-con-
ditioned malls, luxury hotels and hip clubs give the area a distinctly modern, cosmopolitan flavour. Some of the 
city’s most sinful spots, red-light districts Nana Plaza (Soi 4) and Soi Cowboy (off Soi 23) are also found here. And 
little, stress-busting pockets of calm can be found in the sweet cafes, atmospheric restaurants and lush day spas 
that hide down many of its sois. Making exploring its staggering length incredibly easy is the Skytrain (BTS) that runs 
through most of its downtown stretch.

Silom
Silom is undoubtedly one of the city’s most important financial districts with many bank headquarters, financial insti-
tutions and office buildings. Fine hotels, smaller type malls and great restaurants abound in the area too - and then 
of course there’s the famous nightlife scene of Patpong. Bangkok’s two most  sophisticated mass transportation 
systems - the Skytrain (BTS) and underground - both have Silom connections, which are also conveniently connect-
ed by the walkway between MRT Silom and BTS Sala Daeng stations. Siam, Chidlom, Ploenchit, Sathorn, and the 
riverside are only a few BTS stations away.

Siam
Siam is unquestionably the centre of shopping in Bangkok, home to some of the city’s most popular and important 
shopping centers like MBK Center, Siam Discovery Center, Siam Center, and Siam Paragon. Within Siam Square 
itself, there is a wide range of shops and services, including restaurants, cafes, designer clothing boutiques, record 
stores, cinemas, bookshops, a Hard Rock Cafe, hotels and banks. The shoppers vary from young-aged school and 
college students to office workers, trend-setting city dwellers and, of course, throngs of tourists.

Riverside
Bangkok’s riverside is where its historic roots lie; the traditional heartland of this magical city with origins that read 
like an epic novel - complete with fallen and rising Kingdoms, heroes and traitors. One of the most fascinating and 
scenic areas of Bangkok, the riverside reflects a constantly changing scene day and night; water-taxis ferrying 
commuters and heavily laden rice barges chugging upstream, set against a backdrop of glittering temples and 
palaces, historical landmarks and luxury, five-star hotels.
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Despite some condominiums and corporate towers that have risen from the river banks over the past decade or 
so, the area has retained its unique identity, exclusiveness and seductive charm. 

Chinatown
Bangkok’s Chinatown is a popular tourist attraction and a food haven for new generation gourmands who flock 
here after sunset to explore the vibrant street-side cuisine. At day time, it’s no less busy, as hordes of shoppers de-
scend upon this 1-km strip and adjacent Charoenkrung Road to get a day’s worth of staple, trade gold, or pay a 
visit to one of the Chinese temples. Packed with market stalls, street-side restaurants and a dense concentration 
of gold shops, Chinatown is an experience not to miss. The energy that oozes from its endless rows of wooden 
shop-houses is plain contagious – it will keep you wanting to come back for more. Plan your visit during major festi-
vals, like Chinese New Year, and you will see Bangkok Chinatown at its best.

Bangkok Old City (Rattanakosin)
Straddling the Chao Phraya River and situated just north of Chinatown, the Old City (Rattanakosin) is where you’ll 
find Bangkok’s most spectacular and revered historical attractions. Not only part of the Kingdom’s rich past, but 
intrinsic to it, with shimmering, spire-shaped eye-candy on nearly every corner. Sights include the regal majesty of 
the Grand Palace, the awe-inspiring beauty of Wat Phra Kaew, and the traditional learning centres Wat Pho and 
Wat Mahathat, the latter widely considered one of Thailand’s first universities and a centre for meditation. Sanam 
Luang, a historic park next to the Grand Palace traditionally used for important Royal or Buddhist ceremonies, and 
the National Gallery can also be found here.
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Shopping in Bangkok is an experience to thrill and delight the most discerning of shoppers - whatever it is you’re 
looking for. From the gleaming chrome and towering size of modern, air-conditioned malls, to the hustle and bus-
tle of its famously buzzing street markets, Bangkok has all kinds of places to blow your baht. With everything from 
antiquities and the latest pair of trainers to designer jewellery available, Bangkok has an equally exhaustive, and 
potentially exhausting, variety of things to buy.

The variety of shopping experiences in Bangkok goes far beyond a stroll in a mall or a morning spent browsing a 
market. Shopping in Bangkok is a day-and-night activity that runs parallel with the best in the West, while also giving 
a flavour of the cultural uniqueness of the East. Work your way through these ten entirely different experiences, and 
you’ll soon come to realize why Bangkok is such a famous shopping hub. 

Top 10 Shopping Experiences

1.Bangkok Shopping Malls
Bangkok’s modern, multi-storey shopping malls are a shopaholic’s paradise... From the legendary MBK, to the so-
phisticated Emporium, trendy Siam Discovery and Central World Plaza, or unashamedly upscale Siam Paragon, 
Bangkok’s accommodate every taste, pocket and style. The latest addition to the city’s ‘mallscape’ is the innova-
tive Terminal 21 and Central Plaza Rama 9. These malls are where you’ll find the city’s finest fashion stores, global 
brands, book shops, speciality stores, accessories stands and all kinds of luxury designer lifestyle goods. Not only 
are you spoiled for choice; it’s all super easy to navigate. Modern and air-conditioned, they’re also a pleasant al-
ternative to the bustling hot markets, and most complexes are easily accessible via the city’s modern and efficient 
Skytrain (BTS) system. Just don’t forget to sport comfortable shoes.

2. Chatuchak Market
Once only popular among wholesalers and traders, Chatuchak Weekend Market has reached a landmark status 
as a must-visit place for tourists. Its sheer size and diverse collections of merchandise will bring any seasoned shop-
pers to their knees – this is where you can literally shop ‘till you drop’. The 35-acre (68-rai) area of Chatuchak is home 
to more than 8,000 market stalls. On a typical weekend, more than 200,000 visitors come here to sift through the 
goods on offer. Veteran shoppers would agree that just about everything is on sale here, although not all at the 
best bargain rates. But if you have one weekend in Bangkok, squeeze in a day trip to Chatuchak Weekend Market 
and you will not be disappointed.

3. Asuatique the Riverfront
Asiatique has successfully combined two of the most popular shopping experiences in the city: a night bazaar and 
a mall. Ten minutes downriver from Saphan Taksin BTS station this once-bustling international trade port has been 
transformed, with over 1,500 boutiques and 40 restaurants housed under a huge replica warehouse complex. Open 
from 17:00, spending an evening here is no problem: you’ll have good fun browsing the boutiques, picking up gifts 
or something for yourself; you are guaranteed to find something you would like to eat and if this isn’t enough enter-
tainment, shows are performed nightly: Calypso ladyboy cabaret and soon, a classic Thai puppets performance.
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4. Siam Square
Siam Square, like the city in which it is located, is an area of contrast. In essence it is the hub of all things cool, an 
individual expression point where styles are both shaped and surface (and resurface). Siam also holds claim to be-
ing the most expensive place to rent land in Bangkok. It is to The City of Angels, what Bond Street is to London and 
Fifth Avenue to New York, while still possessing the innovative atmosphere of Camden Town or Soho, NYC. Siam 
Square itself is something of an open-air shopping complex that radiates a feeling of creativity. Recently, new malls 
have been taking the place of the street vendors but there are still lanes upon lanes to explore. Tribes of bright and 
bold slogan T-shirts meet with tailored suits and hipster fashion. Siam Square is in essence where trends both emerge 
and are created, an epicentre of inspiration in Bangkok. This area stretches from Rama 1 Road down to the Chu-
lalongkorn University Campus and from Phayathai Road over to Henri Dunant, and is a popular haunt of university 
students, media types and generally Bangkok’s ‘bright young things’.

5.After Dark Shopping
Night markets in Bangkok are among the easiest and most enjoyable ways of getting up close and personal with 
local life in Thailand’s capital. Markets are spread out in most areas of the city and offer an incrediblly diverse range 
of goods and products, snacks and entertainment; after dark shopping opportunities mean incredible bargains in 
the moonlight. Newer and larger night markets are opening in Bangkok every year, and there’s none bigger than 
the original Rot Fai Market in the east of the city, although the old classics still prove popular, such as Patpong Night 
Market. A handful of local night markets have been popping up around the city too, great for vintage fashion fa-
natics or anyone looking to mix in some cheap eats or some evening drinks with their after dark retail therapy. See 
our long list of the Bangkok’s best night markets below.

6.Pantip Plaza - Computer Shopping
To put it simply, if you are looking for electronics equipment in Bangkok, Pantip Plaza is a must – especially if you’re 
shopping on a budget. Even just for the experience it is well worth your time to explore the bright and flashing stalls 
and extensive variety of IT products offered, packed from floor to ceiling. 
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7.Pratunam
Pratunam is well-known among locals as the wholesale fashion district, where street ware meets odd fashion meets 
tomorrow’s trends. Shopping here is fun because there’s a whole gamut of accessories to dress you up from head 
to toe – at a bargain. The original wholesale market is outdoors, around Indra Hotel and Baiyoke Sky Hotel, while 
the air-conditioned malls are located across the main street.

8.Chinatown
There is something oddly kitsch, charming and nostalgic about Bangkok’s Chinatown. Walking through the many 
little streets you might find yourself in a market, a shophouse-lined backstreet or a crowded space jam-packed with 
hawkers of every ilk. Along with many gold shops, you’ll also find sacks of roasted chestnuts, sequins, feather boas, 
eccentric virility boosters and martial art weapons.

9.Or Tor Kor Food Market
Ranked the 4th best fresh market in the world by a famous travel guide, Or Tor Kor is so much more than a local 
market. Products displayed here are selected among the best found in the entire country. With such an incredible 
range of beautiful fruits, extremely fresh vegetables, meats and seafood, Or Tor Kor should be on the list of Must-See 
of any chef or budding Gordon Ramsey, and it’s just next to Chatuchak!

10.Bangkok Flower Market
Among the many fresh produce markets in Bangkok, the jewel without a doubt is the Pak Khlong Talad Flower Mar-
ket. The colours, fragrances of jasmine and the sight of garland weavers busily at work makes for a dazzling sensory 
experience. Prepare yourself for a really late-night experience, but one worth staying up for.
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Nightlfe
Nightlife in Bangkok has evolved over the years, with the emphasis now firmly on swanky rooftop bars, lively night-
clubs and hip cocktail bars. The Thai capital now has so much more to offer than just the adult-themed fun of Pat-
pong, Nana and Soi Cowboy. Any discussion of nightlife in Bangkok can’t ignore the party scene at Khao San Road, 
or the more laidback Soi Rambuttri next door, whilst Thonglor across town seems to have a trendy new bar opening 
up every week. Clubbers in Bangkok are spoilt for choice too, with big names on Sukhumvit, Silom and the gauntlet 
of superclubs at RCA all packed-out with tourists and locals most nights of the week. 

Top 5 NightLife Experiences

1. Cocktails at a rooftop bar
2. Bangkok Clubs
3. Siam Niramit Cultural Show & Dinner
4. Muay Thai Live Show at Asiatique
5. Jazz Night

Restaurants & Dining
Bangkok restaurants cater to all price ranges and are open all hours, proving that this city is certainly heaven for 
food lovers; a sensational culinary journey and taste experience await in Bangkok, guaranteed to delight your 
taste buds. Apart from renowned Thai cuisine with its blend of spicy, sour, sweet and salty, the array of options 
includes every other famous type of cuisine found in the world. Eating options are limitless, night or day. Great val-
ue-for-money food courts, riverside eateries, Thai-style dining in antique teak houses, dinner cruises, trendy restau-
rants and food markets are only some of the options available. Restaurants in Bangkok open at a lightning quick 
rate, so even vetrans of the dining scene in the Thai capital always have a new place to check out, and of course 
there are small family owned restaurants that you can stumble on and be blown away by the level of quality put 
into such seemingly simple food. It’s certainly one of the highlights of a trip to Bangkok. 

Attractions
Bangkok is as intoxicating as it is diverse; a melting pot of exotic aromas, interesting sights and visual delights. It’s a 
city with infinite layers which you need to explore to reveal its hidden secrets. If you’re planning a trip to Bangkok - 
or Krung Thep as it’s called in Thai - make sure to allow enough time to see some of the treasures that has given this 
city iconic status. At least three to five days. In this section we feature some of the highlights and traditional must-
see attractions. Find the best Bangkok attractions by area or pick the topics that interest you, whatever it is you are 
looking for we have covered just about all of the attractions in Bangkok so you can be sure you won’t miss a thing.   
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Bangkok Spas and Thai Massage - A rejuvenating spa treatment in one of Bangkok’s luxurious spas or a famous 
traditional Thai massage offers the perfect antidote after a long day of shopping and sightseeing. Despite being 
a thriving and bustling metropolis, Bangkok is also a haven for relaxation, rejuvenation and regeneration. Ancient 
healing knowledge passed down over generations, the exotic and tropical surroundings at the city’s luxurious 
spas, lots of sunshine and legendary Thai hospitality provide the ideal setting for the continuous pursuit of inner and 
outer beauty. But, if meditation, yoga or other forms of physical and spiritual wellness is what you’re after, you can 
count on finding the perfect place for that too. Our Sport & Health Guide A-Z covers every option you can possibly 
imagine. 

Source: bangkok.com

BANGKOK

Spas &
Thai

Massage

PL
UT
ON
 TR
AV
EL
 &
 TO
UR
S



TRAVEL GUIDE
PHUKET

P L U T O N  T R A V E L  &  T O U R S
24 821777

www.plutontravel.com.cyPL
UT
ON
 TR
AV
EL
 &
 TO
UR
S



PLUTON TRAVEL & TOURS                              T: 24 821777                     E-mail: info@plutontravel.com.cy

Spectacular scenery, stunning tropical sunsets and warm blue sea awaits you at Asia’s most popular beach desti-
nation. This fun island provides an unbeatable combination of perfect silky soft white palm-lined beaches, superb 
hospitality and great value accommodation. Whether it’s world-class diving in the Andaman Sea, golf at interna-
tional-standard championship courses or exciting eco-adventures in tropical forests, Phuket is a place to extend 
your horizons. Take an exhilarating speedboat trip to the surrounding islands, or enjoy a serene cruise around mys-
tical Phang Nga Bay. Or why not simply enjoy Phuket’s vibrant nightlife in Patong Beach? 

Phuket Island is 48km long and 21km across at its widest point, so you’re never far from the sea at any given point. 
The weather is at its best from March to early May and at its wettest from May to October, though mornings and 
afternoons are still generally sunny and clear. Temperatures tend to be between 25°C on the coolest nights and 
33°C on the hottest days.
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Phuket has a tropical monsoonal climate. It’s warm all year round, but the two periods of April-May and Septem-
ber-October are the hottest. The September-October period is also the wettest due to the southwest monsoon. 
Phuket is blessed by being in a temperate zone. Even though typhoons and tropical storms occasionally batter 
Hong Kong and the Philippines, Phuket enjoys mild weather and while the heavier rains in September and October 
can disrupt things a little, it’s rare that the island has several consecutive days of heavy rain.

Best Time to visit Phuket
The best time to visit Phuket is during the cool NE monsoon season, from December through March, when it isn’t so 
humid, and the cool breezes keep things comfortable. The average temperature is around 75F to 89F (24C to 32C). 
Note that lately, as almost everywhere in the world, weather is unpredictable. 

Hottest time in Phuket
The hottest time is from April through May with temperatures ranging from 80F to 95F (27C to 36C). There are fre-
quent short heavy thundery showers, offering welcome relief from the temperature and humidity. The Thai New 
Year occurs (Songkran Festival) on April 13th and everyone sprinkles cool water on each other. No wonder! Locals 
enjoy June, July and August since the weather is usually fine and the island’s favourite haunts remain uncrowded. 
The usual pattern is brief but heavy showers, with plenty of sunshine between downpours. Everything is a little less 
expensive at this time of year, as well. Temperatures range between 70F and 90F (20C to 33C). 

Low Season
During September and early October locals start to remember their umbrellas. This makes an ideal time to visit 
abroad. One consolation for those who remain is that the beaches, outdoor restaurants and streets are relatively 
quieter. And even at this time, there are still long intervals of sunshine between the heavy showers.

Voltage
Electricity: 220 Volts, 50 Hz. Type A, B & C (USA-style) plugs

Need an Adapter: If you come from Australia, Japan, USA, Malaysia, UK, Cyprus, Canada, Singapore, and some 
countries in Africa you will most likely simply need a plug adapter otherwise the plugs for your electrical appliances 
will not fit into the Socket, although the voltage should be o.k.

Language
At Thailand mother tongue is Thai but due to tourism lot of the people speak English at basic level.

Currency: US$1 = 30 baht. 

ATMs: Widely available all over Phuket, accepting international cards and providing instructions in several languag-
es, including English. Thai ATMs eject cash before returning your card.

PHUKET

Information
PL
UT
ON
 TR
AV
EL
 &
 TO
UR
S



PLUTON TRAVEL & TOURS                              T: 24 821777                     E-mail: info@plutontravel.com.cy

Bargain: Most market vendors will haggle and respond well if you are polite. It is not possible to haggle in conve-
nience stores or shopping malls. 

Tipping: Not necessary, but always appreciated. Taxes: VAT is 7%, but can be reclaimed at the airport on some 
goods, although you must show your passport at the time of purchase.

Staying Safe Water: Do not drink from the taps. Always use bottled water. 

Ice: Always made with clean water. Perfectly safe. 

Swimming: The sea can be very rough during low season (June-August), with very dangerous rip tides. Do not enter 
the sea if a red flag is flying. 

Mosquitos: Dengue Fever does occur in Phuket, but is not common. Malaria is rare to the point of non-existence. 
Avoid getting bitten by using insect repellent, and covering up at night. 

Drugs: The penalties for all drug-related offences are very severe. 

Driving: Be very careful on the roads - accidents are common.
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While there’s plenty to see and do on Phuket, there are several smaller surrounding islands, each offering unique 
sights of their own. They are all easily accessible by boat from Phuket, with journey times usually under two hours. 
Many have excellent snorkelling and diving sites, while others simply offer nice patches of sand on which to spend a 
quiet day. To reach them, hire a long-tail boat or charter an island-hopping tour. Some of the islands offer accom-
modation, which varies from the rustic charm of a bamboo bungalow to the idyllic luxury of extremely exclusive 
five-star resorts.

Phi Phi Islands
Phi Phi Island is Thailand’s island-superstar. It’s been in the movies. It’s the topic of conversation for travelers all over 
Thailand. For some, it’s the only reason to touchdown in Phuket. Even with all the hype, it doesn’t disappoint. Phi 
Phi’s beauty is a large chunk of the allure. The islands, when approached by boat, rise from the sea like a fortress. 
Sheer cliffs tower overhead, then give way to beach-fronted jungle. It’s love at first sight. The second part of the 
why-we-love-this-place story is attitude: few places on the planet are this laid-back. Of the two islands located 
near Phuket and Krabi, one is completely free of human inhabitants (Phi Phi Leh), and the other is without roads (Phi 
Phi Don). There’s no schedule, no hustle-and-bustle, no reason to be in a hurry.

Phang Nga Bay
A distinctive feature of Phang Nga Bay are the sheer limestone karsts that jut vertically out of the emerald-green 
water.  James Bond Island and Koh Panyee are just two of the more famous spots in this bay. By far the best means 
of enjoying the spectacular scenery, with only brief encounters with the tourist crowds at James Bond and Koh 
Panyee, is to take one of the boat trips from the northern end of Phuket. A leisurely day trip cruising through the 
dramatic limestone islands, occasionally stopping to enjoy quiet beaches, is far more rewarding than the standard 
bus-boat tour. 

James Bond Island in Phang Nga Bay
James Bond Island is a famous landmark in Phang Nga Bay. It first found its way onto the international tourist map 
through its starring role in the James Bond movie ‘The Man with the Golden Gun’. A distinctive feature of this fa-
mous bay is the number of sheer limestone cliffs that vertically jut out of the emerald-green water. The bizarre, why-
doesn’t-it-fall-over outline of James Bond Island or Koh Tapu (meaning Nail Island in Thai), lies next to the equally 
well known Koh Ping Ghan (sometime spell ‘Ping Gan’ or ‘Ping Gun’). The entire area surrounding this island is 
indeed spectacular, but it can get crowded with tourist boats in high season.

Similian Islands
What is it that makes these islands so attractive? The Similans aren’t as dramatically scenic as the limestone islands 
of Krabi or Phang Nga Bay, which many people have come to associate with the Andaman Sea. Instead, you find 
low-lying formations covered with thick forest. Ironwood and gum trees are among the larger trees, while jackfruit, 
rattan and bamboo form part of the denser undergrowth. The islands are home to crab-eating monkeys, dusky 
langurs, squirrels, bats, lizards and a good variety of birds (though the monkeys are shy and rarely seen by the ca-
sual observer).
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But the most striking feature of these islands, at first glance, are the huge boulders that litter the western and south-
ern shores on several of the islands. Another highlight, as the visitor soon discovers, are the white coral-sand beach-
es, splendidly picturesque and often deserted. The most interesting sights, however, are to be found beneath the 
waves. Some of the most spectacular coral growths in the world can be found here - and the same boulders that 
scatter the shores have turned the waters around the Similans into an adventure playground for divers.

Coral Island
Locally is known as Koh Hae, is a beautiful getaway destination located three kilometres southeast of Phuket. The 
island features two main beaches, Long Beach and Banana Beach.  It’s not called Coral Island for nothing; the 
snorkeling off Banana Beach is thrilling and if you go out far enough from Long Beach you will also have a lot to dis-
cover, at its impressive coral reef. At night this location is beautifully calm; by day it is quite busy with day trippers but 
peace and quiet can be found at the extremities of both beaches. Deck chairs and sun loungers can be rented 
and come free (at the resort) with the day tour. Both beaches feature a range of eateries ranging from rudimen-
tary to buffet to impressive cuisine. Of course, Coral Island Resort includes lunch with their day tour but people who 
come with their own arrangements will have no problem finding a restaurant and toilet facilities. 

Racha Islands
Some 12 km south of Phuket, you will find racha or raya islands, are best known as excellent diving and snorkelling 
daytrip destinations. Racha Yai, however, is quickly developing into a place to stay on for a while with a number of 
bungalow and resort operations springing up in recent years. Racha Yai reveals itself in splendid fashion, with most 
arrivals landing onto a strip of fine white sand tucked deep into the long, U-shaped main bay, called Ao Tawan 
Tok or Ao Bungalow. The water here is clear and perfect for snorkelling, though the bay gets quite busy with visit-
ing boats in the afternoons. Racha Yai is home to The Racha, a splendid geteway resort. The other large bay, Ao 
Siam, is a pretty place where lonely strolls in solitude are possible. Racha Noi is uninhabited and has no services or 
accommodation, but there’s some great diving in the area.

Koh Yao Islands
Koh Yao Noi and Koh Yao Yai are a pair of large islands in the middle of Phang Nga Bay, equidistant to Phuket and 
the Krabi mainland. While the pace of development is accelerating on Koh Yao Noi in particular, the islands remain 
a quiet refuge that feels far removed from the crowds of Phuket. In 2002, Koh Yao Noi gained worldwide attention 
after receiving the World Legacy Award for Destination Stewardship from Conservation International and National 
Geographic Traveler magazine for the eco-friendly homestay programs offered by its local residents. Other activ-
ities available on the island include agricultural demonstrations (rubber and fishing), kayaking, hiking, snorkelling 
and swimming. Neither of the islands have banking facilities, but Internet service, restaurants and some shops can 
be found on Yao Noi, including a brand new 7-Eleven with a very powerful air-con, a good chance to cool down 
and get some sugary drinks and ice creams. So if you plan to stay over, remember to withdraw some cash money 
before you go, even though there are few opportunities to spend it! Note that the islanders are keen to preserve 
their traditional ways, so it’s important to respect the local culture by dressing modestly and refraining from drinking 
alcohol outside of the restaurants/resorts catering to visitors. 
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Phuket is a shopaholic’s paradise! The island has a great variety of shopping, from bustling open-air village food 
markets, noisy night markets, street stalls and local shops to western-style department stores and upmarket special-
ist shops. Prices naturally vary, going from amazing bargains to credit card-melting designer labels. With traditional 
handicrafts, beautifully-designed clothing, jewellery, antiques, housewares and much more to choose from, the 
only thing you’ll regret about shopping in Phuket is that you didn’t bring a bigger suitcase! And you can buy a new 
one, while you’re here, too.

Top 10 Phuket Shopping Places

1.Jungceylon Shopping Mall
Standing downtown, diagonally opposite Bangla Road, the Jungceylon Shopping Complex has radically changed 
the face of shopping in Patong. The two main stores in the complex are Robinson - a gleaming well-lit upper end 
department store, and Big C supermarket.

2. Phuket Weekend Market
This busy market is as much a social event as a commercial one so be prepared for lots of smiles and bartering. For 
sale are jeans, T-shirts, custom jewelry, artificial flowers, DVDs, sports shoes and a lot of secondhand goods. And of 
course a Thai market would not be complete without lots of delicious snacks.

3. Central Festival Phuket
Central Festival Phuket is an air-conditioned, fully equipped shopping mall lying just outside of Phuket Town. If you 
are coming from Patong, Central lies on your left, before the main crossroads as you enter Phuket.
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4. Phuket Walking Street
Phuket Walking Street is the latest attraction featured in Phuket Old Town. Also-known-as Lardyai (talaad yai), 
which means ‘big market’ in southern Thai dialect, this weekly market started in October 2013 and is hosted on the 
beautifully renovated Thalang Road, right in the middle of the historical Sino-Portuguese district of Phuket Town. 

5. Banzaan Market
Many visitors will enjoy exploring Banzaan Market in Patong, a modern-looking Thai fresh market on Nanai Road, 
right behind the megamall Jungceylon. Basically, you can get anything that one would expect from a local market 
here but in a much more pleasant environment. Prices are reasonable.

6. Phuket Old Town Handicradt Shops
Phuket’s Old Town is not only a picturesque and fascinating place to explore; it also features atmospheric handi-
craft stores as well as textile shops. Locally made handicrafts are found along these streets and along Phang Nga 
and Yaowarat roads several artists have set up studios that sell classic as well as more modern-themed works

7. Jim Thompson
Jim Thompson was an American businessman who, in the 1950s and 60s helped revitalise the Thai silk industry. He 
mysteriously disappeared from Malaysia’s Cameron Highlands in 1967 but his business momentum has carried on 
and nowadays the name Jim Thompson is synonymous with high-quality silk items as diverse as shirts to bed sheets 
to toys.

8. Karon Bazaar
Karon Bazaar is a large, covered market-like shopping centre set in the central area of Karon Beach Road on 
Phuket Island’s west coast. Covering a 6,000sqm area, the bazaar features just about everything you’ll ever need.

9. Banana Walk
Banana Walk is Patong’s newest shopping centre and is located just 100 metres south of Soi Bangla on the Beach 
Road, right next to Banana Disco. With over 4,000sqm of retail space, the mall is multilevel (three floors) and its over-
all design leans toward minimal and modernistic

10. Premium outlet Phuket
The shops at Premium Outlet Phuket on the Bypass Road deal in guaranteed brand-name clothing and sports 
accessories at bargain prices. Apart from Thai brands, other articles on sale include Lacoste, Guy Laroche, Hush 
Puppies, Warner Bros, Pierre Cardin, Van Heusen, Levi’s, Lee, Nautica, Adidas and Nike and feature discounts of 
up to 70%
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Nightlife
For many, the sun, the beach and partying go hand in hand. Phuket’s reputation as a partying hotspot is well-de-
served, with an international crowd of revelers. With go-go bars, ladyboy cabaret shows, discos and clubs, live 
bands and international DJs, there is everything which makes Thailand’s party scene famous the world over. While 
most parts of the island have their own small party scene, the place to be after dark is Bangla Road in Patong, with 
its bright neon lights, loud music and crowds of young party-lovers.

Restaurants & Dining
If you love food, you will love Phuket. There are restaurants to suit every taste, serving a huge selection of western 
and Asian food. The variety of cuisine and dining experiences is one of the major attractions of the island. You can 
eat breakfast at your hotel, lunch at a local noodle stall, and have dinner with fine wines in a sophisticated air-con-
ditioned restaurant.

Source: phuket.com
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It is strongly advised to gather as much information about Koh Samui as you can before you visit. The same could 
be said of anywhere in the world, but the best way to get the most out of your time on the island is to do your re-
search. Fortunately, our team of locals and long-term expatriates have complied this comprehensive guide to give 
you all of the local knowledge you’ll need. Although Koh Samui was little more than an extended coconut plan-
tation and a backpackers’ destination only a short time ago, it now has a solid infrastructure and all the amenities 
you can desire to facilitate day-to-day life. It is very easy to get to and around, enabling you to take advantage of 
the wide range of attractions and activities on offer, as you will see in the Koh Samui information below.

Koh Samui weather comes in three distinct seasons: dry, hot and rainy. Thailand is situated between the Tropic of 
Cancer and the Equator (slightly closer to the latter), making its climate warm and humid all year round. The humid-
ity level is generally between 70 and 85 per cent, and the temperatures averages at around 28°C. Located in the 
Gulf of Thailand, Koh Samui offers all that vacationers from cooler temperate countries could dream of regarding 
weather conditions. They are generally good year round, and the one thing you will rarely feel is cold. The optimum 
weather conditions can be enjoyed between December and August.

The dry season in Samui
The Dry Season in Samui runs roughly from December to February. With warm yet bearable temperatures, little rain, 
calm seas, and light winds. Many consider this the time of the best Koh Samui weather and the ideal time for a 
holiday here. For hotels and every tourist-related business, this is peak season. 

Hottest time in Samui
The hottest time of year is between March and April - a great time to visit if you can stand 30°C+ temperatures. 
Around late April/early May, there is normally a sudden – and, for the locals at least, welcome – increase in pre-
cipitation. Paradoxically, from June to August is also considered a mini-high season in Samui. The weather usually 
follows a repeating pattern: strong daytime sunshine followed by late afternoon thunderstorms. It is indeed very 
agreeable. 

The Rainy Season in Samui
September through to November sees the arrival of the monsoon and, therefore, the heaviest rainfall. Even at this 
time, it doesn’t fall every day and often only in short bursts. Koh Samui weather forecasts become increasingly 
unreliable as the conditions become unpredictable, with slightly rougher seas and winds. Although still great for a 
beach holiday (particularly if you like your beaches less crowded and your hotel rates lower), this is not the best 
time to come for diving and snorkelling, as visibility is reduced by around 30 per cent. 

Language
At Thailand mother tongue is Thai but due to tourism lot of the people speak English at basic level.
will not fit into the Socket, although the voltage should be o.k.
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There are about 60 other islands near Koh Samui, most of which are tropical paradises in their own right. Some have 
small populations and reputations, such as Koh Phangan and Koh Tao. Others are little more than dots of land in the 
middle of the Gulf of Thailand, but are home to breathtaking scenery, unspoilt beaches and ideal conditions and 
surroundings for sailing, scuba diving or just relaxing far from civilisation. Journey times between Koh Samui other 
islands is relatively short and each offers something a little different. Koh Phangan’s full moon parties are legendary, 
as are Koh Tao’s pristine, uncrowded beaches. Koh Taen abounds with history and folklore while the 42 islands of 
Ang Thong Marine Park are home to a rich variety of exotic sea creatures and plantlife.

National Marine Park Ang Thong
Ang Thong National Marine Park is a pristine archipelago of 42 islands in the Gulf of Thailand with towering lime-
stone mountains, thick jungle, white-sand beaches, fertile mangroves, waterfalls and hidden coves and lakes to 
explore. Within sight of Koh Samui, Ang Thong park is a protected area of more than 100 square kilometres of land 
and sea, and home to a rich variety of exotic wildlife and sea creatures. Snorkelling, hiking, sea kayaking, diving, 
sailing and simply relaxing on one of its idyllic beaches are the main activities to enjoy on Ang Thong. Most Ang 
Thong visitors arrive on a join-in day trip or by boat charter from Koh Samui or Koh Pha Ngan. For those who wish to 
stay overnight, there are simple bungalows and camping tents available for rent at the Park Headquarters on Koh 
Wua Talab, where a simple restaurant is found as well. Though the park has started to get busy with day-trippers in 
the peak season, the Ang Thong islands remain the postcard-perfect image of a tropical paradise.

Ang Thong has some of the most unusual and spectacular scenery in all of Thailand. Its steep limestone cliffs, some 
rising as high as 400 metres, have been formed into wondrous shapes by centuries of erosion. This ‘Golden Basin’, as 
‘Ang Thong’ translates into, features four distinct types of forest, all teeming with wildlife. Some of the creatures to 
be spotted here are langurs (long-tailed monkeys), little herons, hair-nosed otters, pacific reef egrets, white-bellied 
sea eagles, sea turtles, iguanas and pythons. In the surrounding sea many colourful fish can be seen, offering some 
decent snorkelling and diving sights. With 42 islands to discover, a complete tour of Ang Thong would take weeks, 
but most with limited amount of time find their way to Koh Mae (Mother Island), which has a stunning beach and 
an inland saltwater lagoon called Emerald Lake (Thale Nai). A popular climb up pathways and a wooden staircase 
takes you to the peak of a nearby mountain where you get the full view of this glittering sea-green body of water. 
Koh Sam Sao (Tripod Island) features a coral reef, a large and dramatic rock arch and some great hiking grounds.

Koh Phangan
Koh Phangan, with an overall area of 167sqkm, is Thailand’s fifth biggest island. Located 70km from the mainland 
and just 12km from Koh Samui, Phangan does not have an airport and relies heavily on ferries from the mainland 
and Koh Samui. Predominantly made up of granite, its almost unspoilt beauty is accented by a hilly, lush tropical 
jungle interior, many idyllic, long white-sand beaches and over 20 nearby dive sites. 
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Koh Tao
The‘Turtle Island’ – lives up to its name, being the scuba diving destination of choice in Thailand. The perfect white-
sand beaches which ring the hilly 21 km² island are surrounded by the crystal-clear waters of the Gulf of Thailand. 
The vibrant coral reefs there are home to a wide range of exciting and colourful sea creatures, including turtles, 
naturally. The compact island is 55 km to the north of Koh Samui and was only really ‘discovered’ in the early 1980s, 
but now supports a varied selection of hotels, from budget guesthouses and beach bungalows all the way up to 
five-star luxury resorts. The choice of restaurants and nightlife establishments has also been constantly growing, to 
the point that there is now something for almost every taste. So far from civilisation while still being relatively easily 
reached, it is the idyllic tropical island paradise.

Koh Taen and Koh Mudsum
Located a short boat ride from Samui’s south coast, these two small islands often come together as a package 
offered as a daytrip by local tour companies and individuals. Koh Mudsum is basically one long beach that is un-
fortunately rather dirty in places. There’s also a dead reef directly off shore, which makes swimming tricky, and a 
pearl farm that’s open to visitors. Rather more interesting, Koh Taen has bungalow accommodation, a couple of 
restaurants and a wooden walkway through a mangrove swamp. The Koh Taen Conservation Society, has erected 
helpful blue signs identifying plants and buildings of historical interest. The island is home to several families of Mus-
lim fishermen who are slowly abandoning their villages in search of better opportunities elsewhere. Local folklore 
also notes that there are no dogs on Koh Taen, and that any dog setting paw on the island will die. Some people 
ascribe this to an ancient curse, but it may be that the high-pitched emissions from the thousands of bats living in 
the island’s caves are too much for canines to bear.  The most likely explanation, however, is simply that the Muslim 
inhabitants won’t allow dogs on their island. Thong Krut is the best place from which to charter a boat to get to the 
islands. Alternatively, most tour companies will offer trips.
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Koh Samui attractions extend beyond the beautiful beaches the island is known for, though they are definitely 
attractive in their own right. If you want a break from all of that lounging in the sand, though, there are a host of 
unusual things to see, which make the most of the island’s unique culture and charms. The attractions in Koh Samui 
lean more towards the low-key, natural end of the scale, which best suit’s the island’s general ambiance. Why 
would you bother to visit a high-tech theme park when the whole island is your playground? Instead, you can enjoy 
some truly remarkable sites of historic, cultural and religious significance as well as sights of breathtaking natural 
beauty. For a little more quirkiness, check out the monkey show or the snake farm.

Top 10 Attractions in Koh Samui

1. Angthong National Marine Park
Ang Thong National Marine Park is a pristine archipelago of 42 islands in the Gulf of Thailand with towering lime-
stone mountains, thick jungle, white-sand beaches, fertile mangroves, waterfalls and hidden coves and lakes to 
explore. Within sight of Koh Samui, Ang Thong park is a protected area of more than 100sqkm of land and sea, and 
home to a rich variety of exotic wildlife and sea creatures.

2. Big Buddha
On the northern coast of Koh Samui is the famous Big Buddha shrine. Probably Samui’s most well known landmark, 
the 12 metre high golden Buddha can be seen from several kilometres away. Inside the surrounding temple are 
many different shrines and other smaller ornate Buddhas. There is also a small market selling a wide range of lucky 
charms and other souvenirs, alongside numerous food stalls. 

3. Hin Ta and Hin Yai
Art often imitates Nature, but less common is Nature imitating Art, especially the art of the ribald. But in Thailand 
anything is possible including, on Koh Samui, the natural geological formations known as Hin Ta and Hin Yai Rocks 
(the Grandpa and Grandma rocks), which look, respectively, like male and female genitalia.

4.Namuang Waterfall
Although Samui has several waterfalls, the two Na Muang waterfalls are probably the most picturesque. The name 
Na Muang refers to the massive purple rocks at the waterfalls. Rocks and tree roots form a natural staircase that 
leads to the base of Na Muang 1. A large natural pool sits under the waterfall. A 10-minute walk further up the 
mountain leads to Samui’s most beautiful waterfall, Na Muang 2.

5. Mummy Monk at Wat Khunaram
The body of Samui’s most famous mummified monk - there really are several - Luang Pordaeng is on display here. 
Luang Pordaeng died over 20 years ago and as per his instructions, his body was placed in a specially designed 
glass case for posterity. It has remained there ever since and has showed few signs of decay.
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6. Samui Aquarium with Tiger Show
Both the aquarium and the zoo have many of Thailand’s tropical favourites above and below the water. Lots 
of coral fish, huge catfish and several sharks including Leopard and Black Tips Samui’s local zoo adjacent to the 
aquarium, house some south-eastern Asian tigers, parrots, hornbills, sea hawks, eagles or even otters who will per-
form for you .... if they are in the mood.

7.Secret Buddha Garden
Secret Buddha Garden is hidden away high in the hills in Koh Samui’s interior, offering majestic views and an un-
usual collection of statues amid lush jungle surrounds. The gardens are a creation of an old Samui fruit farmer, Nim 
Thongsuk, who in 1976 began erecting several statues and temples around his family’s verdant land.

8. Snake Farm
Some of the most famous scary and poisonous snakes in Asia are goaded into action by experienced snake wran-
glers, who dodge and weave, duck and dive, as the snakes try to grab their attention. A must-see for almost any-
one visiting the island. Also includes displays of centipedes and scorpions, as well as demonstrations of Thai Cock 
Fighting. The programs are both informative and entertaining in typical Thai style.

9. Wat Plai Laem
Located near the Big Buddha in the north of the island, Wat Plai Laem is a colourful and interesting, newly con-
structed Buddhist Temple. The temple features very ornate decor and art, an 18-arm image of Guanyin - the God-
dess of Mercy - and a large white Chinese Buddha set on the lake. If you donate money for the upkeep of the 
temple you’ll be given a bag of food to throw to the teeming fish in the lake.

10.Ladyboy Cabaret Shows
Ladyboy Cabarets might not be everyone’s cup of tea but for fans, Chaweng Beach has plenty to choose from! 
Thailand’s katoeys or the ‘third sex’ are world famous, partly because there are so many of them and also because 
they are so feminine. In fact it can be difficult to tell if the beautiful young lady paying you attention was a lady at 
birth... as many a surprised tourist has discovered.
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There are hundreds of bargains to be found while shopping in Koh Samui. While almost every corner of the island 
has a store worth visiting, the main shopping sites are in Chaweng, Lamai and Nathon. Chaweng offers the most 
choice and Lamai has a nice range of quirky little stores, but Nathon usually has the cheapest deals. Thailand is 
famous for its dubious copies of almost everything, from watches to trainers to CDs, and Koh Samui shopping is 
no exception. Such products can generally be found in the smaller local markets. Most department stores offer 
only genuine products and have fixed prices, but you can bargain almost everywhere else. Just keep it polite and 
friendly to reach a price everyone is happy with.

Top 10 Koh Samui Shopping Places

1.Central Festival Samui
Central Festival Samui describes itself as ‘the most complete and largest lifestyle shopping complex in Samui’; with 
three storeys and around 90,000sqm of retail space, there couldn’t be a better description for this huge shopping 
and dining mall, which is located between Chaweng’s Beach Road and the nearby lake

2. Lamai Walking Street
Lamai Walking Street (aka Lamai Jai Dee Walking Street, meaning Lamai ‘Kind-Hearted Walking Street’) is held ev-
ery Sunday on Lamai Beach Road in between the fresh market and the bridge in the northeastern part of the town. 
For this occasion, the road is closed off to traffic and is full of stalls selling clothes, handicrafts and local street food. 

3. Fisherman’s Village Walking Street
Fisherman’s Village Walking Street brings the quiet, sleepy town of Bophut to life every Friday from 17:00 to 23:00. 
It sees the narrow Beach Road and adjoining streets crammed with market stalls and shoppers from across Koh 
Samui, with a diverse range of wares available at very low prices

4. Chaweng Beach Road Shopping
For those looking for beachwear, sportswear, imported leisurewear, and cheap-and-cheerful holiday wear 
Chaweng can seem like heaven itself. Simply stroll along the main beach road and take in the wonder world that 
is Chaweng shopping.

5. Lamai Night Plaza
In the centre of town, diagonally opposite McDonald’s and leading to a bar beer square, you’ll find a mini-version 
of Bangkok’s Patpong night market. With lots of pirated goods, copied clothes, trashy ‘Swiss’ army knives, the usual 
displays of flip flops. It’s a fun place to get your shopping in.

6. Chaweng Walking Street
A riot of colours, sounds and scents. This is where you can haggle for items such as T-shirts, sunglasses, knockoff 
watches, beach dresses, lamps, sexy cutoff jeans; copied Ralph Laurent polo shirts, flip-flops, bags of all shapes and 
sizes, carved wooden souvenirs, kids clothing and cosmetics.
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7. Maenam Walking Street
This is a lovely but rather noisy family experience and the only difficult thing about visiting Mae Nam walking street 
on Thursday evenings when the market takes place is finding a place to park nearby but this can be circumvented 
by getting there early before six o’clock. Mae Nam’s walking street is only a couple of hundred metres long but it’s 
packed with interesting stalls, snack vendors and even mobile cocktail bars! 

8. The Wharf Samui
The Wharf Samui is a stylish cross between a shopping mall and a marketplace. A 5,000 sqm open-air space with 
120 units in a mix of eastern and western historical architectural styles, it blends smoothly with the existing attrac-
tions of Fisherman’s Village, adding an impressive selection of good-quality products and services to the already 
excellent shopping in Bophut.

9. Samui Hot Club
Samui Hot Club has row after row of colourful sarongs, T-shirts, beachwear and more, all billowing under extra-strong 
ceiling and floor fans. It also has strict purchasing rules: Customers are not allowed to try items on and once pur-
chased the shop will not refund or exchange them.

10. Mr. Samui Gallery & Art Cafe
A veritable treasure trove of silver, gold, gems, trinkets, ornaments and scarves. There are bracelets, anklets, neck-
laces, rings and earrings made out of every metal and precious gem imaginable. Choose from one of the thou-
sands of pieces in the display cases or you can have your own design made up.
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Nightlife
Koh Samui nightlife is famous for being amongst the best in Thailand, if not the world. The island’s full moon parties 
are legendary and continue to attract an endless stream of visitors keen to party on the soft white sand until the 
break of day. The wealth and variety of discos, clubs and beer bars is also a major pull, bringing a lively young 
crowd of revellers. There is a degree of variety to the nightlife in Koh Samui. Alongside the buckets of cheap whiskey 
and cheaper beer are sophisticated gourmet restaurants; classic Thai dancing can be found a short distance from 
mud wrestling ladies boxing bouts and the country’s famous transgender cabaret shows are always a hit.

Restaurants & Dining
The sheer quantity and variety of Koh Samui restaurants ensures that you need never go hungry on the island! From 
delicious local snacks to international five-star cuisine, every taste is catered to. No matter where you’re from or 
what food you like, you’ll find it somewhere on Samui for you. The range of restaurants, cafés, street stalls, beach 
vendors, bakeries and local places to eat is huge. Head to Chaweng Beach for its high concentration of interna-
tionally-acclaimed restaurants, or stop in Lamai for high quality, reasonably priced Thai food. Fancy dining under-
neath the stars on a moonlit beach? Or in a chic restaurant with a live band? Or maybe in a hilltop restaurant with 
a fantastic view? There are restaurants in Koh Samui which offer all of this and more.

Source: kohsamui.com
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Chiang Mai is a land of misty mountains and colourful hill tribes, a playground for seasoned travellers, a paradise for 
shoppers and a delight for adventurers. Here the curious can expand their horizons with Thai massage and cooking 
courses. The aesthete will be bowled over by the variety of handicrafts. The wild child will find plenty of lively night-
life, and the epicure can indulge in wonderful cuisine. Chiang Mai truly has it all. Located 700km (435 miles) north of 
Bangkok in a verdant valley on the banks of the Ping River, Chiang Mai was founded in 1296 as the capital of the 
ancient Lanna Kingdom. Today it is a place where past and the present seamlessly merge with modern buildings 
standing side by side with venerable temples. 

Climate
With its more Northern latitude and higher elevation, Chiang Mai enjoys a cooler climate than the stifling central 
plains near Bangkok. During the hot season, however, the temperature rises quite a bit and the citizens look for 
ways to beat the heat. Perhaps the rising mercury is the reason why Songkran (the water festival) is celebrated so 
enthusiastically here. Due to the more tropical location of Chiang Mai, the normal seasons of spring, summer, fall 
and winter don’t apply. Instead, there are three seasons: Hot, Cool and Rainy. 

The cool season lasts from early December to February and is the most popular time to visit Chiang Mai, weath-
er-wise. During the day the temperatures max out at a pleasant 30°C (86°F) but bring a jacket or sweatshirt because 
the temperature drops rapidly after sunset, sometimes to as low as 10°C (50°F). Riding a motorbike at night wearing 
a t-shirt may make you wonder whether you’re in Thailand at all and the high mountains can get downright cold. 
On the upside, rain in the cool season is rare and more than one shower in a month is uncommon.

Chiang Mai begins to warm up after New Year’s and by the middle of March the hot season is in full swing. Daytime 
temperatures soar to a blistering 40°C (104°F) and it’s not a dry heat, either. The combination of high temperatures 
and sweltering humidity make exertion difficult and the whole city slows down a bit. The nearby mountains are a 
great place to escape from the city heat as their high elevation brings mercifully cooler air. Thankfully the hot sea-
son is fairly short and the heat wave is over by early June at the latest. 

Bringing a welcome relief from the blistering hot season, the rains begin to fall around early June and continue on 
until late October. The temperature falls to an average of 32°C (89°F) during the day and a pleasant 23°C (73°F) 
at night. It rains almost every single day during the rainy season but almost never continuously. Typically the day 
will dawn sunny and bright but the clouds will begin to gather during the afternoon until the downpour starts in late 
afternoon or early evening. Thai rainstorms are usually intense but short lived. When one starts your best bet is to find 
your way to a restaurant or pub and relax and wait it out. Typically after an hour or so the rain lets up and the city 
is washed clean for a clear evening. Another storm during the middle of the night can provide some spectacular 
lightning shows. The rainy season is a mixed blessing for visitors. One the one hand, the midafternoon showers can 
become a real inconvenience, on the other the temperature stays cool and the showers bring the local vegetation 
back to a lush emerald green.
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Chiang Mai is both a natural and cultural destination. The city centre retains a ‘small-town’ intimate feel and houses 
numerous historical temples and attractions within walking distances of each other. Just under half an hour’s drive, 
Chiang Mai’s verdant countryside and mountains offer limitless possibilities for nature explorations as well as visits to 
many fascinating ethnic hill-tribe villages. In fact, there are so many places to see in and surrounding the city that 
you’ll have to plan well to fit them all in, and this is where these Top 10 Chiang Mai Attractions come in very handy.

Top 10 Chiang Mai Attractions

1. Doi Suthep
Gleaming like a northern star from the heights of Doi Suthep (the regal mountain overlooking the city from the 
northwest) is Wat Phra That Doi Suthep. It is one of the most historically and spiritually significant places in Thailand 
and is an impressive embodiment of the Lanna culture, with its origins dating back almost 700 years. As such, large 
numbers of Thais and foreigners come to experience the special magic of this holy place.

2. Chiang Mai Zoo
Covering 200 acres of land in the foothills of Doi Suthep and providing excellent views of the city in addition to 
fascinating wildlife exhibits, Chiang Mai Zoo is certainly worth a visit. Nearly 400 species of animal are kept here, in-
cluding the two ‘cultural ambassador’ or pandas from China. The zoo also features outstanding special attractions 
such as the walk through the aviary and a fascinating freshwater aquarium. 

3. Chiang Mai Night Safari
Modeled after a similar attraction in Singapore, Chiang Mai Night Safari features three animal zones – Savanna Sa-
fari, Predator Prowl, Jaguar Trail – which you can tour via an open-sided tram or on foot. Enjoy a range of activities 
designed to keep you entertained throughout your visit, from hand-feeding wild animals and petting tiger cubs to 
a laser light show and ‘dancing’ fountain. 

4. Wat Chedi Luang
Built sometime between 1385 and 1402, during the reign of King Saen Muang Ma, 7th ruler of the Mengrai dynasty, 
Wat Chedi Luang’s massive chedi (pagoda) is a distinctive feature of the Chiang Mai skyline. At its peak, the chedi  
measured 60 metres across at the square base and 80 metres tall and was once the home of the Emerald Buddha, 
Thailand’s most sacred religious relic.

5. Wiang Kum Kam the Underground ancient city
Located in attractive countryside about five kilometres south of Chiang Mai along the Ping River, Wiang Kum Kam 
is an ancient city dating back to the eighth-century Haripunchai Kingdom. Expect to see many interesting items 
and structures such as stone tablets with Mon inscriptions, Buddhist sculptures and architecture, earthenware and 
pottery. Taking a horse-led carriage is a popular way to enjoy the ruins.

6. Mae Sa Elephant Camp
Having secured their names in the Guinness World Record, the elephants at the Mae Sa Elephant Camp are no 
ordinary beasts. Apart from going about their daily routine of bathing, eating, sleeping and just being domesticat-
ed elephants, these extremely intelligent animals have been trained to paint, play football, dance and perform a 
string of talent shows that will change the way you think about Thai elephants. 

CHIANG MAI

Attractions
PL
UT
ON
 TR
AV
EL
 &
 TO
UR
S



PLUTON TRAVEL & TOURS                              T: 24 821777                     E-mail: info@plutontravel.com.cy

7. Doi Inthanon National Park
Doi Inthanon, the highest peak in Thailand, rises 2,565 metres above sea level. Known as a sanctuary for a wide 
range of animal species and perhaps the best place in Thailand for bird-watching, the park has approximately 362 
different species, many of which are not found anywhere else in Thailand. Doi Inthanon is a popular destination, 
not only for its natural beauty, but also for its historical significance.

8. Doi Pui Tribal Village and National Park
Doi Pui, at 1,685metres above sea level, is the highest peak in the Doi Suthep-Pui National Park. It is famous for its 
beautiful waterfalls which are easily reached from the main road. But one of the hottest attractions for Doi Pui must 
be Hmong Tribal Village situated less than five kilometres from the famous Wat Phra That Doi Suthep. A visit to this 
village is an eye-opener into the tribal villagers’ private life.

9. Karen Long Neck Tribe & Chiang Dao Cave
At Chiang Dao cave, the caverns stretch many kilometres into the mountain yet only a small part of the complex 
is possible to explore. Two of the caves, Tham Phra Nawn and Tham Seua Dao, are illuminated by electric lights, 
but the upper caves are pitch-black and requires a local lantern-carrying guides to lead the way. There are some 
spectacular limestone formations and Buddhist shrines in these caves.

10. Bo Sang Handicraft Village
The handcrafting of umbrellas and parasols in Bo Sang Village is known throughout the country and even abroad – 
so much so that the umbrella has become one of the symbols of Chiang Mai. Here, you’ll find plenty of hand-paint-
ed umbrellas, tiny cocktail umbrellas, large parasols for gardens or patios and other handmade products – all 
made from sa paper in various designs and at reasonable prices.
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Being Thailand’s main handicraft centre, Chiang Mai is encircled by factories and workshops where you can watch 
crafts people at work before buying or even learning the craft yourself. These are generally frequented by whole-
sale buyers. On a regular shopping level experiences come in a series of shapes and sizes. The city is home to over 
ten shopping malls, at least 15 markets and laden with boutiques and gallery style stores selling art, antiques and 
handicrafts. The Nimmanheimin Road offers a compact and thorough shopping experience with the items on offer 
of consistently good value and a broad range of aesthetic appeals.

Top 10 Shopping Experiences in Chiang Mai

1. Walking Street
Street shopping is all about immersing yourself in the local culture, and there’s no better place to experience it than 
at the Weekend Walking Streets. Here, the essence of Chiang Mai comes to life in a vibrant spectrum of art, crafts, 
music and food – with mostly handmade quality than mass-produced goods. Stroll down the jam-packed streets 
and experience a wealth of traditional and modern Chiang Mai culture in one visit

2. Night Bazaar
The Night Bazaar consists of street-side stalls selling mostly clothing and handicrafts, and a host of shopping plazas 
where you can find more unique crafts and jewellery. A good way to check out the whole area is to start at Tha 
Phae Road and work your way south towards Loi Khro. Once you reach the end of the market, cross the street and 
work your way back along the other side. 

3. Wualai Walking Street
Wualai, the Saturday walking street, is a lively and fun night market that takes place in Chiang Mai just a short walk 
from the old city walls. It starts in the late afternoon and continues until around 22:30. We prefer the atmosphere 
here to the more famous Sunday night walking street, because even though it’s smaller, there aren’t the same 
crowds of people, so it makes for a much more leisurely stroll.

4.Bor Sang Village 
Bor Sang mid-sized craft village about nine kilometres east of the Old City specialises in the paper umbrella-making 
craft. Well known for outstanding handcraft quality as well as signature floral designs, Bor Sang Village has made 
its name throughout the country and abroad – so much so that the name Bor Sang has become synonymous with 
the paper-umbrella craft itself and the umbrella, a cultural symbol of Chiang Mai.

5. Riverside Boutique Shops
Across the River Ping, a short section of Charoenrat Road makes for a pleasant stroll. A collection of renovated 
wooden shop-houses that line its short stretch specialise in Lanna art and crafts, mostly from high-end local brands. 
The shops themselves are architectural treasures, built more than a century ago. Even if you don’t plan to buy any-
thing, this area is well worth a visit just for its historical value and scenic riverside panoramas.
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6. Ginger & the House Shop
Shopping can be lots of fun, but nowhere is it more cheery than at The House, where Thai brand Ginger display their 
colourful range of kitchen-ware, Thai-inspired furniture and clothing. Anyone who loves to shop will have a field-
day here, with so many eye-catching items on display. The House is a beautifully renovated home that makes the 
perfect backdrop for the bright cushions and funky clothing on display. Set up in 2002 in Chiang Mai it is a daring 
fusion of Danish and Asian design.

7.Sankampaeng Craft Street
While Ban Tawai is the destination for woodcarving and furniture, San Kamphaeng is the place to go for Thai silk. 
Rounding out the selection of products are lacquerware, ceramics and the brightly coloured umbrellas that are a 
northern specialty. Shops and mini factories line both sides of the Chiang Mai-San Kamphaeng Road, where local 
artists practice their craft with a skill born of centuries-old tradition. 

8. Central Plaza Chiangmai Airport
Central Airport Plaza Chiang Mai is the place to go for international brands and is also a good stop off point for 
last-minute souvenirs. Located within walking distance of the airport, there are five floors of shops and restaurants 
as well as an international supermarket and a cinema here. Open during the week from 10:30 until 21:00 and week-
ends and holidays from 10:00 until 21:30.

9. Warorot Market
Warorot Market (or Kad Luang) is a must-visit for food lovers as it offers a wide range of ready-to-eat meals, local 
snacks and all kinds of fresh produce. A large section of the market features inexpensive goods, such as clothing, 
fashion accessories and personal care products. Targeting mostly Thais, Warorot Market is a great place to get a 
feel for the local way of life. 

10.OP Place
If you are looking for one stop shop for quality handicrafts and local products in Chiang Mai, then we recommend 
a browse of the stalls and shops in OP Place just a few steps from the bustling night bazaar. This large airy shopping 
mall has made local artisans its focus, and we had a great time rummaging through the collection. 
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Restaurants & Dining
It is not only for its rich history and strong sense of cultural identity that Chiang Mai is Thailand’s second city; the 
restaurant scene would certainly give Bangkok a run for its money. With over 25 vegetarian restaurants and an 
abundance of European, Thai, Asian and Middle Eastern eateries sprinkled around the city, you won’t lack for vari-
ety. Offering a profusion of styles and flavours to eat and settings in which you can eat them, it really is like a global 
food fare. The Night Bazaar area has a selection of cuisine as vast as the products on sale there and more impor-
tantly it’s incredibly reasonably priced while not compromising on the quality or taste. Around the old and new city 
you can experience everything from 30 baht noodles on the street to haute-cuisine dining, variety is certainly at 
the core of Chiang Mai dining.

Nightlife
Chiang Mai nightlife can be whatever you want it to be, the city offers a broad scope of drinking and dancing 
options but for the most part live music venues have the monopoly. Riverside drinking is a popular past time where 
residents and visitors settle down by the Ping River with a chilled drink and some good company, while the live 
band entertain with classic blues, jazz and rock tunes – a hallmark of any Chiang Mai visit. The Nimmanheimin 
Road area has emerged as a popular haunt with the city’s younger set, in particular the Monkey club where live 
music and great food go hand in hand. Within the walled city there is a multitude of backpacker and hotel bars 
that cater to a range of budgets, from the cheap and cheerful to boutique-chic. As with the rest of Thailand there 
is quite a high concentration of reggae bars where cheap beer, cushion laden floors and chilled out beats make 
for a laid back evening.

Source: chiangmai.bangkok.com
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